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Sustainable Furnishings Council Event at High Point Market Kicks Off New Research 
 

Research project aims to demystify chemical exposure from furnishings 
 
Edenton, NC — The Sustainable Furnishings Council (SFC) was pleased to host a luncheon 

during High Point Market for Underwriter Laboratories (UL) to announce a new research project.   Dr. 
Marilyn Black, director of UL, Inc. announced a project that will reveal what chemicals are used in 
making a given upholstered chair, which of those chemicals are present when the chair reaches the 
consumer, and how those potentially harmful chemicals enter our bodies, if they do. 
 
Dr. Black, instigator of the research, is a world-renowned indoor air quality expert and environmental 
health scientist with a passion for protecting children’s health from environmental risk factors.  She 
founded the GREENGUARD Environmental Institute, now a part of UL Environmental, to 
independently certify products for low chemical emissions with the aim of reducing human exposure 
to chemicals and helping create healthier indoor environments. She was joined onstage by Dr. Debra 
D. Harris, CEO & President of RAD Consultants, a research and strategic planning firm working with 
healthcare systems, education organizations, government agencies, and product developers; and by 
Jillian Pritchard-Cooke, interior designer and founder of Wellness Within Your Walls (WWYW), a 
program that creates a legacy of Wellness, Harmony, Energy Efficiency and Sustainability in the 
home, schools and work place. 
 
Dr. Black noted that though the research, which will be conducted by Emory University, is inspired by 
current rules governing upholstered furniture, the processes being used will result in a look at the 
“complete DNA” of a given chair.  It will be an opportunity, therefore, to look at not only at 
conventional and “green” flame retardant chemistry, but also at the presence of chemicals used for 
other treatments such as stain resistance. 
 
Dr. Harris explained to the group that the research methodology will involve looking at a residential 
chair in 4 different ways – without any flame retardant chemicals added, with conventional flame 

retardants, with “green” flame retardants, and with a barrier serving the flame retardant function.  
Researchers will perform a series of tests to inquire into such questions as: 

 How does human exposure to chemicals from furniture typically occur? 

 What are typical levels of human exposure to these chemicals? 

 How risky is that exposure? 

 How is our exposure affected as our furniture ages? 

It is expected that this will be a year-long project, and that there will be interim results to report. 
 
Jillian Pritchard Cooke, renowned designer of eco-interiors, added context and depth to the 
discussion as she shared her experience as a designer seeking to provide clients with toxin free 
environments, yet having to add unwanted harmful toxic chemicals in order to comply with legal 
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requirements in some states.  She also shared the story of her own health crisis and how it led to her 
founding of WWYW. 
 
Susan Inglis, SFC Executive Director, spoke for members in the design and retail sectors as well as 
manufacturers when she said, “We think it is extremely important to reveal what chemicals that are 
used in making furnishings are still present and harmful when the furniture reaches our homes.  We 
are concerned about health and the future.  It is worrisome that so many chemicals used in our 
manufacturing processes may be having an adverse impact on our own health, as well as that of the 

rest of the planet.  We are eager for the results of this research.” 
 
About the Sustainable Furnishings Council 
Sustainable Furnishings Council is dedicated to promoting healthy environments inside and outside, 
providing the most comprehensive information on environmental, safety and health issues in the 
industry and championing initiatives that improve products and processes. The SFC and its qualifying 
members respond to environmental and social issues and offer specific information to consumers, the 
media and other partners. The SFC is the authoritative source on eco-friendly furnishings. 
SustainableFurnishings.org | @SFCouncil | Facebook | Instagram 
 
 

http://www.sustainablefurnishings.org/
https://twitter.com/SFCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sustainable-Furnishings-Council/156054884466978
http://instagram.com/_sfcouncil

