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Message from Susan Inglis, SFC Executive Director

Earthcare is a huge human responsibility, and it is one that we do not always remember. So here is a
reminder! One result of this coronavirus pandemic we continue to endure is the largest emissions reduction that
has ever been recorded. But to achieve the Paris agreement goal of limiting global warming to below two degrees
celsius above pre-industrial levels, the world needs to accelerate emissions reduction, according to a new analysis
published in Nature Climate Change. "We need a cut in emissions of about the size of the fall [from the
lockdowns] every two years, but by completely different methods," Corinne Le Quéré, lead study author from the
Tyndall Center for Climate Change Research at the University of East Anglia in England, told The Guardian.
Though we reduced use of fossil fuels in 2020, we have not changed our dependence on the fossil fuel
infrastructure. We could, and perhaps we will. But in the meantime, we also need to be absorbing as much CO2 as
possible as quickly as possible. Forests play a big part in absorbing our CO2 emissions. By now we all know that
keeping our forest ecosystems healthy and growing more and more trees (billions of trees!) is a most important
part of the strategy for absorbing carbon, and that it is particularly effective because healthy soils are also key to
absorbing large quantities of CO2. On this front, the furniture industry is small but mighty. We remain the third
largest user of the wood resource globally, trailing only the construction and paper industries. So we do have a lot
of power, and consumer concern indicates that we can grow our businesses as we wield that power.
Celebrating those companies that are making the greatest strides in making sure they source wood responsibly is
our goal with the Wood Furniture Scorecard. But in residential furnishings our supply chains are extremely
complex, so we aim equally to help companies improve supply chain management to ensure that they are not
inadvertently contributing to deforestation. (You might be surprised to see how easy it is to make that mistake!)
This month we begin to make our 2021 assessments, and start the 6-month process of working with retailers to
implement improvements before 2021 results are announced in October. Contact me to learn more!
Please contact Susan or Angie Kenny, Member Services Manager.
See all Benefits of SFC Membership

SFC Educational Opportunities

SFC's Working Groups
We launched the SFC Working Groups in January and are now in the second round. Members are meeting each
other and discussing challenges and solutions for setting goals and reaching sustainable goals within
their companies. We are getting tremendous response and participation.
Why participate?
SFC Members are prioritizing corporate sustainability, and you have requested help not only from SFC staff, but
also from your peers. Sustainability is complex, and furnishings supply chains are also complex. SFC's new
Working Groups provide a forum for discussion and for sharing practical advice. Each of the 6 SFC Working
Groups will focus on 6 different and often interrelated aspects of sustainability. To sign up, click the link below,
the meeting dates are noted:
Maintaining health and wellness -- SFC Health Working Group (March 12)
Ensuring social equity -- SFC Social Equity Working Group (March 19)
Reducing waste -- SFC Waste Working Group (March 26)
Managing water -- SFC Water Working Group (April 2)
Incorporating circularity -- SFC Circularity Working Group (April 9)
Reducing carbon emissions -- SFC Carbon Working Group (April 16)
Sign me up for ALL the Working Groups!
SFC Working Groups are a Members Only Benefit. Each group will meet every 6 weeks, on Fridays
at 3 pm EST, via GoToMeeting. You are invited to participate in any or all of the groups. If you are not an SFC
Member, we invite you to become a member today!

Why you should ask, “What’s it made of?”
Sourcing Products to Reduce Chemical Exposure - CEU-103184-R2

Sustainability Essentials Webinar
Thursday, March 18, Noon - 1 PM EST
Supported by the ASID Foundation Irene Winifred Eno Grant, the Sustainable Furnishings Council (SFC)
conducted research revealing how little interior designers know about harmful chemicals often found in home
furnishings. With this webinar you will learn about the presence and the threat of the hazardous handful, including
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) like formaldehyde, flame retardants, highly fluorinated stain treatments,
antimicrobials, and PVC, or vinyl.
SFC's "What's it made of?" initiative is designed to encourage transparency in supply chains, with the goal of
stimulating innovation towards the elimination of this handful of harmful chemicals most commonly found in
furnishings, each of which is linked directly to harm to human health (as well as other life on our planet.) In this
ceu accredited webinar you will learn where they occur, the harm they might be causing you, and how they
continue to pollute in the long run - fortunately, you will also learn about alternative solutions available today and
in the works.
Join us for practical advice, including checklists and other resources, to help you make informed decisions for your
clients when selecting home furnishings. We will also answer other questions you may have about SFC's
GREENleaders course, and about getting the most out of SFC membership.

Register Today
Did you miss last month's Sustainability Essentials Webinar: What Can Entering The Circular Economy Do For
Furniture Retail? Check out the recording!

This popular 6-hour exam program provides an excellent grounding in sustainability issues and offers
practical solutions for growing an eco-friendly home furnishings business. Developed in 2009 by a LEED
AP, in conjunction with the Sustainable Furnishings Council, the course is now updated with input from
experts in the field including ranking staff of World Wildlife Fund, Rainforest Alliance, and National
Wildlife Federation. It delivers a comprehensive overview, cutting edge advice, and inspirational ideas in
6 units. GREENleaders training gives designers, retailers, manufacturers, reps, and others the
knowledge and credentials they need to become experts in sustainability.
Try GREENleaders online — learn at your own pace!
Approved by GBCI for 6 CE hours and registered with IDCEC for .6 HSW CEUs (6 ceu).
Please visit our website for more details on this comprehensive training program.
Time to renew Your GREEN AP?
Renewal Form

Membership News
SFC Welcomes Our New Members....

...and Thanks Those Renewing!

The State Of Circular Practices In The Design And Architecture Industry Hosted by
Laurence Carr
Tuesday, March 23, 10:00 am EST; 7:00 am PST
Laurence Carr Inc., a platform partner at 2021 Circular City Week New York and SFC ambassador, invites you to attend
an informative panel discussion: The State of Circular Practices in the Design and Architecture Industry, on March 23rd
at 10am EST/ 7am PST.
Moderator Laurence Carr welcomes esteemed panelists Susan Inglis: Executive Director at The Sustainable Furnishing
Council, Walter Brigham: Senior Business Development Manager at LENZING Fibers, Mark Phillips and Jason
Phillips: Phillips Collection, and Rama Chorpash: Associate Professor of Product Design at Parsons The New School, as
they discuss circular practices, the importance of transparency from furnishings companies and encourage a whole new

system of thinking in the design world at large. Register to join and learn more about the value of reusing and upcycling
products to reduce waste-production and carbon emission, and the potential for reconciling material health and energy
efficiency.

Register Today

Join SFC at Circular City Week New York

Taking Circularity to Scale: The Future of Furniture?
Wednesday, March 24, 10:00 am-11:15 am EST
Even our choices around that comfy sofa and inviting dining table can make a big difference in fighting climate change.
Opportunities abound for “A to Z rethinking” of the usage, practices and systems surrounding everyday furniture and
home products. As designers, manufacturers, and retailers look to new, more sustainable models, we’ll explore multiple
facets of what it means to scale up in the circular economy — including rental, reclaiming, repair, social equity, and full
circle systems — to rethink the furniture world. This panel is sponsored by mebl | Transforming Furniture, in partnership
with the Sustainable Furnishings Council.

Moderator:
- Kate Daly, Managing Director, Center for the Circular Economy
Panelists:
- Whitney Frances Falk, Founder & CEO, ZZ Driggs
- Pia Huusfelt, Business Leader of Circular Economy, Transformation and Innovation, Ingka Group (IKEA)
- Cisco Pinedo, Co-Founder & CEO, Cisco Brothers; Co-founder & Board Member, ReFoundry
- Simonil Rustomji, Former COO, currently strategy & operations consultant, mebl | Transforming Furniture

Register Today

Full Circle Furniture: Land Regeneration, Adaptability, and
Radical Production
Thursday, March 25, 5:00 pm EST

Join this panel of designers as they unpack the furniture production life cycle and propose a way forward
through education and design systems.
Hosted by Parsons School of Design, The School of Constructed Environments
With over 10 million tons of furniture discarded in landfills each year, it is an existential imperative that
designers implement healthier material, making, and sourcing methods. Join designers and educators Sam
Bennett, Christine Facella, Jennifer June, and Sarah Templin as they examine the future of full life-cycle
furniture production.
Come listen as they discuss ways to support regenerative systems in the Amazon, the challenges and
opportunities of retooling a risk-averse manufacturing industry, how using a systems approach to furniture
design opens up opportunities for user adaptability, and the educator’s role of crafting a narrative that moves
beyond theory and is clear, hopeful, and replicable.
Panelists:
- Sam Bennett, Co-founder of Clever/Slice. Design Researcher and Educator. Parsons School of Design,
Pratt Institute, and New Jersey Institute of Technology.
- Christine Facella, Founder of Modest. Product Designer and Landscape Architect. Part-time faculty at
Parsons School of Design and the City College of New York.
- Jennifer June, Founder of Loose Parts. Member of Sustainable Furnishings Council, International Living
Future Institute. Part-time faculty at Parsons School of Design.
- Sarah Templin, Product and Material Designer. Member of Female Design Council, IDSA, Sustainable
Furnishings Council. Part-time faculty of product design at Parsons School of Design and Maryland Institute
College of Art.

Register Today

Earth Day 2021
April 18 & 19 Events

SFC is excited to join Earth Day Initiative in the Earth Day 2021 Virtual Stage and Fair in a video game-style virtual
space, making sure 2021 is a year of real and powerful action for our planet. RSVP now over at Earth Day Initiative to
join the big virtual event on Sunday and Monday, April 18-19, to meet fellow activists, and connect in real time with
dozens of environmental organizations and climate campaigns. Come see SFC and Laurence Carr, Inc. at our shared
virtual booth at the Fair on April 19!

Register Today

The Lenzing Group is enhancing sustainable offerings with TENCEL™ branded modal fibers with Indigo Color
technology, which delivers superior color fastness relative to conventional indigo dyeing whilst using substantially fewer
resources. Read more about this technology that has been awarded the EU Ecolabel, a label of environmental excellence
given to products meeting high environmental standards throughout their life cycle.

Read More

Wood Furniture Scorecard 2021 assessments are underway!
All SFC Retail Members are included. Contact us for any help you need in developing a responsible wood sourcing
policy - it's free!
Results will be published in October 2021

The Industrial Ecology of a Couch Carcass
New Narratives By Jamie Facciola, Furniturecycle

How would you think about this scene if it were an animal carcass?
Well, we know that a carcass provides food for other organisms since animals are part of an intricate, symbiotic web of
life. So, we’d expect scavengers to come and feast. We know that bacteria will break down whatever remains, which
helps to feed the soil among other things. This process of decomposition is critical to maintaining and regenerating life
on Earth. It’s a closed cycle where nothing is wasted.
Looking closer, the bone structure would reveal how this animal adapted to its environment, the place it called home. In
short, we’d get a peek into a huge, continuous evolutionary cycle.
But, this is a couch. Do the same rules and logic apply? Some think so.
It’s not common practice to think of industrial systems as symbiotic webs of life, especially since most are built as linear
systems of extraction. Can we field the same questions of a couch carcass as easily as we can explain the role of an
animal carcass? Who should be able to? Customers? Manufacturers? PR experts? Scientists? Kids? All of the above?
What would we want to know if materials were considered part of a symbiotic web? How about: are the materials safe
for consumption or will toxins be passed on by extending the material’s life? Was it designed with repair and reuse in
mind? If the parts are no longer usable in their current form, can they at least be fed as inputs to other systems, like
shredded into carpet padding? Are functioning end-markets even available?
Furthermore, what does this structure reveal about this piece of furniture’s highest purpose?

In short, does this carcass feed or starve its local furniture ecosystem?
Do we know? Should we care?

See more @furniture.cycle

HFA offers resources to members and others in the industry
The Home Furnishings Association is here to help members during this new economy. On this page, members will find
the information they need to navigate these difficult times — from small business loans to human resource issues to
special tax benefits. And because we believe our greatest benefit as an association is collaboration, we’re posting stories
from our members just like you about best practices that are working.

Learn More

USGBC-LA events support sustainability and build community around the greater Los Angeles region through
education, thought leadership, and valuable connections. Every event from local Branches, Committees meetings,
Trainings, Tours, Conferences, or even Ping Pong is a moment designed to lead to impact and action. Please join us!
Click here for all events or here for the Talent Portal.
Click here for other upcoming community events brought to you by our partner organizations.

FSC by the numbers as of February 2021
2,410 CoC Certificates, US

3,664 Companies CoC certified, US

47,409 CoC Certificates, Worldwide

35.2 Million Acres Certified forest area, US

154.9 Million Acres Certified forest area, US &
Canada

552.1 Million Acres Certified forest area,
Worldwide

What's it made of?
The "What's it made of?" Initiative is a joint initiative of SFC, American
Sustainable Business Council, Center for Environmental Health, Healthy
Materials Lab at Parsons School of Design, and others to encourage transparency in

supply chains and stimulate innovation for the reduction of harmful chemicals in
furnishings. Take the pledge and learn more about avoiding VOC's like formaldehyde,
flame retardants, highly fluorinated stain treatments, antimicrobials and PVC, or vinyl!

Ready for the next step?

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors!

New HQ for SFC!
SFC has moved to a new High Point office - in the Radio Building, 164 South Main Street.
Come see us when it is safe! In the meantime, send all correspondence to our new mailing
address: P.O. Box 21, High Point, NC 27261.
This message sent from:
Sustainable Furnishings Council

PO Box 21
High Point, NC 27261
United States
www.sustainablefurnishings.org
If you no longer wish to receive mailings from the SFC, you can unsubscribe from this mailing or opt out of all future mailings.

