Sustainable Furnishings Council eNewsletter September 2021

Message from Susan Inglis, SFC Executive Director

Seasons are changing! It is the end of summer for all of us in the northern hemisphere, and the start of a new year
for millions around the world. But we have continuing fire season and hurricane season, both augmented by the
pandemic in threatening livelihoods and well-being for billions. Where, oh WHERE, do we look for hope? Well,
the home furnishings industry continues to boom. So we have more opportunity now than ever before to inspire
wholesale reform that diminishes our environmental impact AND ALSO enhances our provision of furnishings
that help make homes everywhere comfortable and beautiful. We ARE an essential business, even if we are often
characterized by fluff and excess.
Our SFC Ambassadors, Anelle Gandelman, Breegan Jane, Clodagh, Jennifer Jones, John Douglas Eason, Laura
Hodges, Laurence Carr, Libby Langdon, Robin Wilson, and Thom Filicia understand that, AND how to
communicate the message - watch them! This industry, like others, is on the cusp of a new era, and your part is
more important than ever. Sustainable Furnishings Council has accomplished much in our first 15 years, but we
have only just begun. I hope you and your company will get involved now. Join us during the upcoming High
Point Market for our OPEN SFC Membership Meeting and learn what we have in store for a new era.

Please contact Susan or Angie Kenny, Member Services Manager.
See all Benefits of SFC Membership

SFC Educational Opportunities
SFC's Working Groups - Now on Wednesdays!
SFC's Working Groups provide a forum for discussion and for sharing practical advice. Each of the 6 working
groups will focus on 6 different and often interrelated aspects of sustainability. To sign up, click the link below.
Meeting dates are noted.
Reducing carbon emissions -- SFC Carbon Reduction Working Group (September 15)
Maintaining health and wellness -- SFC Health Working Group (September 22)

Ensuring social equity -- SFC Social Equity Working Group (September 29)
Reducing waste -- SFC Waste Reduction Working Group (October 6)
Managing water -- SFC Water Management Working Group (October 13)
Incorporating circularity -- SFC Circularity Working Group (October 20)
Sign me up for ALL the Working Groups!

SFC Working Groups are a Members Only Benefit. Each group meets every 6 weeks, on Wednesdays
at 3 pm EST, via GoToMeeting. You are invited to participate in any or all of the groups. If you are not an SFC
Member, we invite you to become a member today!

Duke University Study of PFAS in House Dust with Sam Hall

Thursday, September 16, 12 PM - 1 PM EST
Sustainability Essentials Webinar
Are you asking, "What's it made of?" This webinar will remind you of the importance of the question! Sam Hall,
PhD Candidate in Integrated Toxicology & Environmental Health, working in the Stapleton Lab at Duke
University, has studied PFAS in household dust as well as in water, publishing PFAS Found in NC House Dust in
the journal, Environmental Science & Technology. Join us to learn what the research has to show.
Content also includes a synopsis of GREENleaders, the industry's first certified sustainability training course.
Expect helpful information you can begin using in your business immediately as well as answers to your questions
about getting the most out of SFC membership.

Register Today
Did you miss last month's Sustainability Essentials Webinar: What can we do to reduce WASTE? Check out the
recording!

U.S. EPA Office of Pollution Prevention & Toxics
Comment Period Extended for Proposed Rule to Require Reporting on PFAS
In response to stakeholder requests, EPA is extending the public comment period on the proposed reporting and
recordkeeping requirements for manufacturers (including importers) of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) under section 8(a)(7) of the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), to provide additional time to review
and comment.
The comment period was set to close on August 27. Upon publication of the Federal Register notice, the comment
period will be extended until September 27. Comments can be submitted to docket ID number EPA-HQ-OPPT2020-0549 on www.regulations.gov.

EPA will use feedback received during the public comment period to inform the final rule.

View EPA’s announcement of the proposed rule.
View the docket and submit a comment.

This popular 6-hour exam program provides an excellent grounding in sustainability issues and offers
practical solutions for growing an eco-friendly home furnishings business. Developed in 2009 by a LEED
AP, in conjunction with the Sustainable Furnishings Council, the course is now updated with input from
experts in the field including ranking staff of World Wildlife Fund, Rainforest Alliance, and National
Wildlife Federation. It delivers a comprehensive overview, cutting edge advice, and inspirational ideas in
6 units. GREENleaders training gives designers, retailers, manufacturers, reps, and others the
knowledge and credentials they need to become experts in sustainability.
Try GREENleaders online — learn at your own pace!
Approved by GBCI for 6 CE hours and registered with IDCEC for .6 HSW CEUs (6 ceu).
Please visit our website for more details on this comprehensive training program.
Time to renew Your GREEN AP?
Renewal Form

Membership News
SFC Welcomes Our New Members...

...and Thanks Those Renewing!

2021 SFC Ambassadors

Clodagh
Anelle Gandelman

Breegan Jane

Jennifer Jones

John Douglas Eason

Laura Hodges

Libby Langdon
Laurence Carr

Robin Wilson

Thom Filicia

2021 Virtual Furniture Industry Awards Gala

Thursday, September 23, 7:00 PM EST
We will be honoring those whose contributions and dedication to our industry have made a positive and
substantial impact for years to come. Each of our honorees displays the leadership qualities, business acumen,
and drive needed to survive and thrive in our evolving industry.
Honorees include:
Andrew Koenig, City Furniture - Retailer of the Year

Kathy Ireland - Icon of the Industry
Samuel Kuo - Pillar of the Industry
Kevin O'Connor - Lifetime Achievement Award
Geoff Weed - Distinguished Service Award
Marty Libowsky - Legacy Rep Award
Joseph Montero - Rising Star Award

A generous portion of the proceeds of this event will go to the Malouf Foundation, supporting their efforts in
bringing an end to child sex trafficking and exploitation. IHFRA is proud to support the great work they are
doing. Please help us in that endeavor and enjoy the virtual FIAG as well!

Register Today

Kay Chesterfield is thrilled to introduce our new upholstery care capability for textiles and leather for
commercial businesses in the Bay Area. Our eco-friendly cleaning service perfectly aligns with our mission of
helping clients both minimize their furniture dumped to landfills and maximize their important furniture
investment. Kay Chesterfield’s services make furniture last longer. Ultimately, fresh and appealing seating
reflects a company’s commitment to creating healthy, welcoming workplace environments. We hope to expand
this service to major U.S. cities in the future.

Learn More

The Good Future Design Alliance is coming to Minneapolis! As much as we wanted to share the news in person
with you, we're opting for the safer route and hosting a virtual launch. But, it'll still feel like a party!
We'll be sharing information about the GFDA and how you can get involved. We'll also hear from current
members and take questions from anybody interested in joining.
Free to all prospective GFDA Members. Come meet a community of like minded design + build professionals &
learn how you can get involved in our mission towards low waste.

Learn More

What is “repurposing”?
It is taking a byproduct or waste stream such as taking a decommissioned fire hose and giving it an extended life
as a boat dock fender. It is taking an obsolete ski lift cable and giving it a second life as hand railing in a luxury
condo building.
With yards in Arizona, Iowa, Texas, the Carolinas, and Colorado, we have interest in opportunities across the
United States! Do you have items that have been depreciated out or become obsolete, over-orders on a job,
inventory from a project that got cancelled, etc.? We look forward to being a resource on any byproducts, waste,
inventories, or equipment that would be a candidate for “repurposing”!

We are “America’s largest industrial thrift store. We’re always buying/selling/ trading!
Please visit our website – to see all the kinds materials that can be “repurposed”!

Cambium Carbon announced this month the launch of Traece, an inventory management software built to scale
urban wood salvage and reuse. Developed by and for sawyers and millers, the platform's features include:
Inventory tracking of slabs & lumber, from source tree through milling & drying
Integration with existing websites, enabling rapid online sales
Quick search & export of product information, photos, and prices
Automatic generation of price and board foot estimates for each new entry
Access to sell wood through Cambium Carbon’s dedicated purchasing team
To learn more, visit: https://cambiumcarbon.com/traece/

The High Cost of Free

New Narratives By Jamie Facciola, Furniturecycle
Free. How perverted that term has become. Is this pillow and chair actually free? Not really. Sure, you can take
them without exchanging any money, which is its most common definition, but a ridiculously incomplete one.
Air and water are examples of things that are actually free. Through photosynthesis, green plants create oxygen,
freely, which allows us to live on this planet. And precipitation falls from the sky, freely, which fills our rivers,
lakes and streams enabling life as we know it. These freely occurring, natural processes under-gird our entire
human existence.
Material goods are never free—there is a cost for and an impact from everything. We’ve reduced free to a
monetary value and elevated it as the ultimate approach of acquisition. We’ve been trained to only care about
how much something costs. The less the better and if it’s free, well then, take two and run for the hills. You’re a
winner!
So here we are, overflowing with material goods, dirty air, and not enough water. Congratulations. We’ve

compromised the systems that sustain human life in exchange for tons and tons of free things nobody wants. Was
it worth it?

See more @furniture.cycle

The 32nd Annual ARTS Awards Finalists

Upcoming Events
September 21 - Impact Retail and Sustainable Products Summit
A three-hour special event designed to support impact retailers navigate the current landscape of impact retail,
and support them as they seek to improve their businesses, expand their impact, and enhance their leadership.
October 1 - Maximizing Employee Health and Wellbeing
Join for a discussion with Dr. Robert Shapiro (Larner College of Medicine at the University of Vermont)
and Paula K. Dumas (World Health Education Foundation). Learn how you and your company can mitigate the
#2 cause of worker disability, migraines.
October 20 - The Greater Good: Social Entrepreneurship for Everyday People
Join author and serial social venture founder Madeleine Shaw in conversation with Social Venture Institute
(SVI) co-producer Vanessa Richards.
December 8-10 - ASBC-SVC 2021 Winter Conference
An in-person convening for business leaders, impact investors, policy makers, and more taking place in Paradise
Point, San Diego, CA.

New Launch: Textile Exchange's Preferred Fiber and Materials
Market Report 2021
According to Textile Exchange's new Preferred Fiber and Materials Market Report 2021, preferred fiber and
materials production grew significantly in 2020.
The market share of preferred cotton increased from 24 percent in 2019 to 30 percent in 2020, recycled polyester
from 13.7 percent in 2019 to 14.7 percent in 2020, and mohair produced with the Responsible Mohair Standard
(RMS) jumped from 0 to 27 percent of all mohair produced worldwide in its first year of existence. At the same
time, preferred cashmere increased from 0.8 percent to around 7 percent of all cashmere made worldwide in

2020. The market share of FSC and/or PEFC certified MMCFs increased to about 55-60 percent. While the
market share of recycled MMCFs is still estimated at around 0.4 percent, it is expected to increase significantly
in the following years.
However, the report also notes that despite the increase, preferred fibers only represent less than one-fifth of the
global fiber market. Less than 0.5 percent of the global fiber market was from pre- and post-consumer textiles.
Indeed, global fiber production has almost doubled in the last 20 years from 58 million tonnes in 2000 to 109
million tonnes in 2020. While it is not yet clear how the pandemic and other factors will impact future
development, global fiber production is expected to increase by another 34 percent to 146 million tonnes in 2030
if the industry will build back business as usual. If this growth continues, it will be increasingly difficult for the
industry to meet science-based targets for climate and nature.

Access the Press Release HERE
Download the 2021 PFMR HERE

Wood Furniture Scorecard 2021 assessments are complete!
All SFC Retail Members are included. Contact us for any help you need in developing a
responsible wood sourcing policy - it's free!

Results will be published in October 2021

FSC by the numbers as of August 2021
2,411 CoC Certificates, US

3,318 Companies CoC certified, US

50,699 CoC Certificates, Worldwide

35.0 Million Acres Certified forest area, US

158.7 Million Acres Certified forest area, US &
Canada

563.8 Million Acres Certified forest area,
Worldwide

What's it made of?

The "What's it made of?" Initiative is a joint initiative of SFC, American
Sustainable Business Council, Center for Environmental Health, Healthy
Materials Lab at Parsons School of Design, and others to encourage transparency
in supply chains and stimulate innovation for the reduction of harmful chemicals in
furnishings. Take the pledge and learn more about avoiding VOC's like
formaldehyde, flame retardants, highly fluorinated stain treatments, antimicrobials
and PVC, or vinyl!

Ready for the next step?

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors!

SFC HQ
SFC's office is in High Point, in the Radio Building, 164 South Main Street. If you would like to meet
us in person, we can set up a time to meet at our office. Please contact Angie at
angie@sustainablefurnisings.org. Please note our mailing address is: P.O. Box 21, High Point, NC
27261.
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