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Message from Susan Inglis, SFC Executive Director

I was recently reminded of our participation late last year with Design Wanted in the Sustainable Furniture Week
they produced. Our friends at Andrew Joseph PR arranged an introduction and I had an interview as part of a
series of dynamic and important conversations. Last month in April, of course, we participated in numerous
events and conversations - Earth Month! We are always so glad to have a voice at events and to have our cause
highlighted with special occasions. But I am mindful that our work really is an everyday conversation. Every day
in our jobs as well as in the rest of our lives we need to be mindful of our choices. If we are to sustain a healthy
future we need to work to pollute less. The work does involve seizing opportunities that also help us grow.
For instance, if we are to meet our national goal of cutting CO2 emissions by 50% below 2005 levels by 2030,
which is what it will take to sustain a healthy future, then each of us needs to do all we can every day to consume
less. Have you and your company thought about how you can reduce energy consumption in your supply chain as
well as in your own operations? Have you talked with your teams about how reducing energy consumption will
also improve health, reduce waste disposal expense, and relations with your neighbors? Have you thought about
how you manage resources like water as well as wood? Are you working towards goals that could halve your
adverse impact? Perhaps most important in your day-to-day at work, have you thought about how you can tell
your eco-stories so that your customers are not only inspired to do more business with you, but also to take action
in their own lives?
Now is the time! We at SFC are eager to support your progress Every Day!
Please contact Susan or Angie Kenny, Member Services Manager.
See all Benefits of SFC Membership

SFC Educational Opportunities
SFC's Working Groups
SFC's Working Groups provide a forum for discussion and for sharing practical advice. Each of the 6 working
groups will focus on 6 different and often interrelated aspects of sustainability. To sign up, click the link below, the

upcoming meeting dates are noted:
Managing water -- SFC Water Management Working Group (May 14)
Incorporating circularity -- SFC Circularity Working Group (June 4)
Reducing carbon emissions -- SFC Carbon Reduction Working Group (June 11)
Maintaining health and wellness -- SFC Health Working Group (June 18)
Ensuring social equity -- SFC Social Equity Working Group (June 25)
Reducing waste -- SFC Waste Reduction Working Group (July 9)
Sign me up for ALL the Working Groups!
SFC will not hold Working Groups on the following Fridays, May 21 and 28. We will see you again on Friday,
June 4!
SFC Working Groups are a Members Only Benefit. Each group will meet every 6 weeks, on Fridays
at 3 pm EST, via GoToMeeting. You are invited to participate in any or all of the groups. If you are not an SFC
Member, we invite you to become a member today!

E2 Virtual Event

Beyond Zero:
Lessons from One Company's Sustainability Journey

Tuesday, May 11, 6 PM - 7:30 PM EST
Panel and Q&A: 6:00-7:00 PM Eastern // 3:00-4:00 PM Pacific
Networking: 7:00-7:30 PM Eastern // 4:00-4:30 PM Pacific

E2 is pleased to invite you to a special virtual event focused on Beyond Zero, a film that follows the
story of a global, billion-dollar public company that embarks on a high-stakes effort to eliminate all
negative environmental impacts from its operations.
Please join us for a panel discussion of this film by leaders in the corporate sustainability space and
learn how a restorative business mindset can result in monumental shifts towards advancing a clean,
sustainable economy while strengthening a company’s bottom line. And stay after the panel for a 30minute virtual networking session to get to know the business leaders in the E2 community!
Please note: while this event will feature a short clip from the film, registrants will be given a passwordprotected, limited-time link to watch the complete film online ahead of the event.
PANEL SPEAKERS
Susan Inglis
Executive Director, Sustainable Furnishings Council
Jim Hartzfeld
Head of Sustainability, Brambles
Co-Founder, Conscious Capitalism (Atlanta Chapter)
Nathan Havey
Writer & Director, Beyond Zero
Co-Founder, Institute for Corporate Transformation
MODERATOR
Miriam Makhyoun
CEO, EQ Research
E2 Southeast Chapter Director

Click HERE to RSVP/Register!
Dial-in information will be provided upon registration.
If you have any questions, please contact Marcus Rodriguez at merodriguez@e2.org.

The Mind of the Design Consumer

Thursday, May 20, Noon - 1 PM EST
Sustainability Essentials Webinar
IDCEC ceu 103314
SFC's research among design consumers, conducted for us recently by MOCA+, examines the habits of those who
have purchased home furnishings recently. Michela O'Connor Abrams of MOCA+ and Susan Inglis will present
the findings, sharing insight into consumers current thinking - including preferred terminology, level of concern
about sustainability issues, purchase interest, and price sensitivity. We will note trends over the 10+ years that SFC
has been conducting this research.

Content also includes a synopsis of GREENleaders, the industry's first certified sustainability training course.
Expect helpful information you can begin using in your business immediately as well as answers to your questions
about getting the most out of SFC membership.

Register Today
Did you miss last month's Sustainability Essentials Webinar: Forest Health and your Wood Choices? Check out the
recording!

SELLINGreen Solutions: SFC Webinar Hosted by ASID Michigan

Thursday, May 27, 3 PM - 4 PM EST
IDCEC ceu 103186
Learning Level: Basic — Designation: Health, Safety, Welfare —Subject Code: 2. Interior Design & 12.
Sustainable/Environmental Design
ASID Michigan is pleased to invite everyone to this webinar presented by SFC's Susan Inglis. This useful
presentation answers the questions most commonly asked by design clients and furniture customers, in simple and
compelling ways. What’s the difference between "green" and "sustainable"? Who’s interested, and when will they
start asking for it? How much are they willing to pay? What does it say about your regular products? Why should
you buy now, and can it make a difference? Learn how to initiate, advance, and close a sustainable sale among
ordinary customers.
The event will also provide the opportunity for participants to learn more about GREENleaders, the industry's first
certified sustainability training course, and get answers to questions about getting the most out of SFC
membership.

Register Today

This popular 6-hour exam program provides an excellent grounding in sustainability issues and offers
practical solutions for growing an eco-friendly home furnishings business. Developed in 2009 by a LEED
AP, in conjunction with the Sustainable Furnishings Council, the course is now updated with input from
experts in the field including ranking staff of World Wildlife Fund, Rainforest Alliance, and National
Wildlife Federation. It delivers a comprehensive overview, cutting edge advice, and inspirational ideas in
6 units. GREENleaders training gives designers, retailers, manufacturers, reps, and others the
knowledge and credentials they need to become experts in sustainability.
Try GREENleaders online — learn at your own pace!

Approved by GBCI for 6 CE hours and registered with IDCEC for .6 HSW CEUs (6 ceu).
Please visit our website for more details on this comprehensive training program.
Time to renew Your GREEN AP?
Renewal Form

Membership News
SFC Welcomes Our New Members...

...and Thanks Those Renewing!

ResArch Interiors: Sustainably Sourcing Natural Fibers

Wednesday, May 12, 6 PM - 7:30 PM EST
The AIANY Custom Research Architects Network (CRAN) is focusing its efforts on the future of materials
sourced in residential interior furnishings. The embodied carbon of materials is the new metric for which
products are sourced today in the design industry, with the textile industry representing of the largest contributors
to CO2 emissions in the US. From transportation to production and, ultimately, waste, the design industry has
been destroying the planet. As interior designers and architects become aware of these issues, they have begun to
responsibly source products for their commissions. One promising alternative are producers of natural fibers in
the local NYC-Hudson Valley region. Natural fibers, such as flax, cotton, wool, and linen have a smaller carbon
footprint. They are also degradable, can be used to improve soil, and contribute to the circular economy.
Both architects and interior designers have the ability to contribute to the creation of healthier communities, and
a healthier planet, by sourcing sustainably. What are the metrics, if any, that designers use when sourcing
products for residential commissions? How does one measure the carbon footprint of a fabric? What is the
potential for carbon storage in natural fibers? How does technology and regulation play a role in mitigating
climate change and the reduction of emissions? Hear vendors, designers, and regional experts in the sustainable
design community discuss these questions and others related to the advancement of green residential design.
Speakers:
Laura Sansone, Founder/Designer, Textile Lab
Carol Swedlow, President, Aronson’s Flooring
Kathryn Richardson, Vice President, Libeco, Inc.
Moderator:
Cotter Christian, Associate Dean, School of Constructed Environments at Parsons School of Design The New
School
Organized by AIANY Custom Residential Architects Network (CRAN)

Register Today

Design Fuels Recovery:
Furniture in a More Sustainable, Equitable, and Healthier NYC

Monday, May 17, 10 AM - 11:15 AM EST
As NYC begins to re-emerge, what is the role of design in a new future? How do we fully incorporate
sustainability, health and equity?
Highlighting furniture design, this session will explore initiatives that are reimagining how we approach material
and human resources. Bringing together a designer/educator, a nonprofit changemaker, an artist/furniture maker,
and a reclaimed/circular furniture campaign, we'll explore sustainable solutions right in our NYC backyard.
These initiatives -- from creative reuse of materials to combining craft with rethinking criminal justice -- seek to
reinvent the way we design and produce.
Speakers:
Jonsara Ruth, Co-Founder/Design Director, Parsons Healthy Materials Lab; designer/artist/founder, Salty
Labs (moderator)
Mona Chun, Chief Operating and Sustainability Officer, mebl | Transforming Furniture
Sabrina Merayo Nunez, Visual Artist/Furniture-Maker, Lunfarda Studio
Tommy Safian, Co-Founder, Refoundry
This event is co-sponsored by mebl | Transforming Furniture and Parsons Healthy Materials Lab.

Register Today

Minted Space is an eco-chic home and décor store that offers sustainable and responsibly sourced products.
Minted Space donates 1% of all sales to sustainable initiatives and ensures carbon offset shipping for every
purchase. Recently launched in 2021, Minted Space is a woman-owned, U.S. based company dedicated to
responsible business. Our curated collections include products that are fair trade, FSC-certified, and are made of
recycled materials.

Learn More

Sustainable shippers turn to Freight Club when they want a 100% carbon offset shipping solution to manage big
and bulky products – like furniture and home décor – with the highest quality of care at the lowest rates. Freight

Club's platform is one of the largest residential shipping networks in North America, with up to 7+ levels of
delivery services, including White Glove Service. The platform includes complete claims management,
secondary insurance, and options for API integration.

Learn More

Chemical Insights Institute of Underwriters Laboratories has published a special edition of their newsletter
focused on Furniture Flammability and Human Health.
Click HERE to learn about years of research and access the useful toolkit.

Textile Exchange and Fashion Industry Charter for Climate Action 2025
Recycled Polyester Challenge

Textile Exchange and the Fashion Industry Charter for Climate Action, convened by UN Climate Change, have
launched a joint initiative to spur further a shift in the market towards the uptake of recycled polyester (rPET)
and the associated reduction in greenhouse gases (GHGs). With 85 brands and suppliers already committed, the
2025 Recycled Polyester Challenge serves as an essential catalyst for change across the textile industry. The
rPET Challenge petitions us to commit to increasing the global percentage of recycled polyester from 14% to
45% at 17.1 million metric tons by 2025. The Challenge continues the successful acceleration that began with
Textile Exchange’s 2017 Recycled Polyester Commitment.
What is required to commit?
Companies committing to this initiative will be required to annually report their polyester consumption to Textile
Exchange’s Corporate Fiber and Materials Benchmark (CFMB) survey, which will track progress across all
participating brands towards the collective goal. All information entered into Textile Exchange’s Corporate Fiber
& Materials Benchmark survey is entirely anonymous and aggregated across all annual report participants to
show progress. Company information will never be singled out and published without a company’s explicit
request or consent. Brands are required to report once per year by the CFMB deadline, but they have the option
to participate in the complete benchmark in full or solely to report polyester volumes.

Learn More & Get Involved Here
Download the Press Release Here

32nd Annual ARTS Awards

IDS 2021 Designer of The Year Awards
- including THE SUSTAINABLE DESIGN AWARD are NOW OPEN for submissions!

Deadline to Submit: July 1, 2021
We know that is has been a challenge to design homes over the past year. Between products delays, COVID
safety restrictions, and general delays at every step in the process, your work is worthwhile.

That's why we've decided to extend the deadline for Designer of the Year submissions by almost 2 months. Our
hope is that this will give you more time to get photography completed for your projects!
In addition, you can now submit any project that was completed in 2019 or 2020. So, don't be afraid to submit
something you finished last year!

Apply Here
Additionally, we are offering these benefits:
1. ALL winners receive a free one-on-one consultation with photo stylist and field editor Shannon Quimby.
2. Enter more to save more: each entry after your first three are 25% off.
3. You can enter a non-winning project you submitted last year (as long as it falls into the new completion

dates)! Judges are switched up each year so you will have a completely different set of expert eyes on your
work.
We hope these additions to our awards program will encourage you to submit your work for the chance of
gaining national design recognition. Please contact doty@interiordesignsociety.org with any questions.

Submit Your Work

ISFD Pinnacle Awards

The International Society of Furniture Designers (ISFD) is dedicated to excellence, innovation, education and
originality in the practice of furniture design. ISFD serves as the unified voice of the furniture design community,
advocating professional practice and integrity at all times. ISFD seeks to demonstrate the value of design to the
furnishings industry.
The Pinnacle Awards, which include the Green Leaf Award for eco-friendly product, were created in April 1995
by the ISFD board of directors to promote design quality and encourage the recognition of furniture designers
within the retail home furnishings industry. This year marks the award’s 25th anniversary and the fifth time you
can enter online.
Deadline: August 2, 2021.

Wood Furniture Scorecard 2021 assessments are underway!
All SFC Retail Members are included. Contact us for any help you need in developing a
responsible wood sourcing policy - it's free!

Results will be published in October 2021

Digging in to Discarded Furniture
New Narratives By Jamie Facciola, Furniturecycle

A furniture waste crisis applies to well-made and fast furniture alike. Hyper-consumption=hyper-disposal. Street
furniture is where I most interact with furniture waste. All neighborhoods have it--rural, suburban, urban--and
seeing it always sparks more questions than answers.
Such as:
How do we make sense of the insane amount of orphaned street furniture? Is it laziness? Goodwill towards
neighbors? An act of defiance? A cry for help? Resistance?
Why are we so quick and conditioned to label it as illegal dumping rather than explore what’s happening
and what’s at stake? Who taught us that?
What do we get when we ask no questions?
What do we get when we ask binary questions that oversimplify the conversation to good or bad instead of
teasing out the complex systems that fuel this crisis?
Where is the accountability? Who is being protected? Who is being harmed? What power structures are at
play?
Americans throw away over 24 billion pounds of furniture a year. How can we learn to see past what we’re
taught and recognize that a larger opportunity is going to waste? I am talking about the implicit tradeoff of
landfilling unwanted furniture that ends up on the street rather than investing in regenerative systems that extend

the life of materials and support local communities.
Misrepresenting unwanted furniture as premature waste costs us local investment in systems and infrastructure
that can support green jobs and local ownership, reduce waste and climate emissions, fuel creative energy, and
contribute resilience, pride, and prosperity to our communities.

See more @furniture.cycle

HFA offers resources to members and others in the industry
The Home Furnishings Association is here to help members during this new economy. On this page, members
will find the information they need to navigate these difficult times — from small business loans to human
resource issues to special tax benefits. And because we believe our greatest benefit as an association is
collaboration, we’re posting stories from our members just like you about best practices that are working.

Learn More

USGBC-LA events support sustainability and build community around the greater Los Angeles region through
education, thought leadership, and valuable connections. Every event from local Branches, Committees
meetings, Trainings, Tours, Conferences, or even Ping Pong is a moment designed to lead to impact and action.
Please join us!
Click here for all events or here for the Talent Portal.
Click here for other upcoming community events brought to you by our partner organizations.

FSC by the numbers as of April 2021
2,405 CoC Certificates, US

3,678 Companies CoC certified, US

48,306 CoC Certificates, Worldwide

35.0 Million Acres Certified forest area, US

154.8 Million Acres Certified forest area, US &
Canada

553.8 Million Acres Certified forest area,
Worldwide

What's it made of?
The "What's it made of?" Initiative is a joint initiative of SFC, American
Sustainable Business Council, Center for Environmental Health, Healthy
Materials Lab at Parsons School of Design, and others to encourage transparency in
supply chains and stimulate innovation for the reduction of harmful chemicals in
furnishings. Take the pledge and learn more about avoiding VOC's like formaldehyde,
flame retardants, highly fluorinated stain treatments, antimicrobials and PVC, or vinyl!

Ready for the next step?

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors!

SFC HQ
SFC moved to a new High Point office last year, in the Radio Building, 164 South Main Street. We
will be back in the office when it is safe. Please come and see us then!
Please also note our mailing address is: P.O. Box 21, High Point, NC 27261.
This message sent from:
Sustainable Furnishings Council

PO Box 21
High Point, NC 27261
United States
www.sustainablefurnishings.org
If you no longer wish to receive mailings from the SFC, you can unsubscribe from this mailing or opt out of all future mailings.

