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Message from Susan Inglis, SFC Executive Director

High Point Market made us feel like we are almost "back to normal," and perhaps we are! We were all so glad to
see each other - and we were mostly unmasked, acting vaccinated! There is a caution, however, because we know
the US does not yet have 80% of our citizenry immunized, and until we get there the virus will continue to spread
and mutate. Most of us reading this message are privileged to be able to protect our health in various ways,
including choosing products, materials, and production processes that are less harmful to human health (and other
life on our planet.) But that privilege does, in my opinion, come with a responsibility to be mindful.
What is the impact of not knowing where the wood we are using comes from when we DO know that natural
forests around the world are endangered? What is the impact of our choices in performance fabrics when drinking
water is polluted by PFAS chemicals? What is the impact of our choices of plastic packaging when we know that
most of it is not recyclable at its destination? We who can must ask these important sourcing questions because
not everyone can. SFC Working Groups help members learn from each other what questions to ask and how to get
to acceptable answers. Join us this week for the meeting of the Health & Wellness Working Group, and next week
for the Social Equity Working Group meeting to learn how you can make certain you are asking questions that
ensure more protection for those who cannot ask for themselves.
Another great resource we are providing you in June is the Sustainability Essentials Webinar (this month on a
Wednesday) which will help more companies be proactive in ensuring forest health by sourcing more FSCcertified wood. Please join the conversation!

Please contact Susan or Angie Kenny, Member Services Manager.
See all Benefits of SFC Membership

SFC Educational Opportunities
SFC's Working Groups
SFC's Working Groups provide a forum for discussion and for sharing practical advice. Each of the 6 working
groups will focus on 6 different and often interrelated aspects of sustainability. To sign up, click the link below.
Next meeting dates are noted.
Maintaining health and wellness -- SFC Health Working Group (June 18)
Ensuring social equity -- SFC Social Equity Working Group (June 25)
Reducing waste -- SFC Waste Reduction Working Group (July 9)
Managing water -- SFC Water Management Working Group (July 16)
Incorporating circularity -- SFC Circularity Working Group (July 23)
Reducing carbon emissions -- SFC Carbon Reduction Working Group (July 30)
Sign me up for ALL the Working Groups!
SFC Working Groups are a Members Only Benefit. Each group meets every 6 weeks, on Fridays
at 3 pm EST, via GoToMeeting. You are invited to participate in any or all of the groups. If you are not an SFC
Member, we invite you to become a member today!

Sourcing FSC: Making it Easy

Sustainability Essentials Webinar
Wednesday, June 23, 1 PM - 2 PM EST
You are invited to join furniture industry peers and FSC-certified furniture industry suppliers for a discussion of
proven strategies for offering FSC-certified consumer products.
This one hour webinar is a moderated panel discussion with retail and manufacturing leaders in the furniture sector
and with FSC-certified industry suppliers. Join us to hear from David Williams of Williams-Sonoma, Inc., which
has been measuring impact of their wood sourcing policies since 2008, and Jameson Dion, of City Furniture which
has more recently adopted new tracking mechanisms. Hear about the difference that offering FSC-certified
collections is making to their businesses. We will also hear from wood suppliers Amanda Vincent of RoyOMartin,
Paul Davis of Columbia Forest Products, and Lee Jimerson of Collins Hardwoods, on challenges they face and
how increased demand makes a difference.
Content also includes an overview of SFC's Wood Furniture Scorecard, for which 2021 assessments are underway,
and how wood choices are crucial for forest health. Participants will be able to ask questions and are encouraged to
engage in open dialogue that will uncover truths and proven techniques to increase FSC-certified furniture options
for consumers.
Co-hosted by the Sustainable Furnishings Council and the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) US

Register Today
Did you miss last month's Sustainability Essentials Webinar: The Mind of the Design Consumer? Check out the
recording!

This popular 6-hour exam program provides an excellent grounding in sustainability issues and offers
practical solutions for growing an eco-friendly home furnishings business. Developed in 2009 by a LEED
AP, in conjunction with the Sustainable Furnishings Council, the course is now updated with input from
experts in the field including ranking staff of World Wildlife Fund, Rainforest Alliance, and National
Wildlife Federation. It delivers a comprehensive overview, cutting edge advice, and inspirational ideas in
6 units. GREENleaders training gives designers, retailers, manufacturers, reps, and others the
knowledge and credentials they need to become experts in sustainability.
Try GREENleaders online — learn at your own pace!
Approved by GBCI for 6 CE hours and registered with IDCEC for .6 HSW CEUs (6 ceu).
Please visit our website for more details on this comprehensive training program.
Time to renew Your GREEN AP?
Renewal Form

Membership News
SFC Welcomes Our New Members...

...and Thanks Those Renewing!

SFC Calls for Proposals of Webinar Content
Reach our audience of 15k industry professionals interested in sustainability in
residential furnishings.
Members and non-members are invited to submit, but preference (and preferable pricing)
will be given to experts from SFC member companies.
Topics we seek to cover include:
Reducing CO2 and other emissions - Can we get to 45% below 2015 levels by 2030?
Maintaining Health and Wellness - Can modern life be just as comfortable without the addition
of harmful chemicals?
Ensuring Social Equity - What will it take to address the injustice of exploitation of peoples as
well as ecosystems?
Reducing Waste - How much can we save by not throwing it all away?
Managing Water - Can we keep it clean for future generations?
Incorporating Circularity - Can it save independent retail?

Submit by email to susan@sustainablefurnishings.org

Chez Laurence with Laurence Carr

Chez Laurence highlights manufacturers of furniture, textiles, and other materials who are demonstrating circular,
regenerative, and sustainable practices. Designers have a major responsibility to make healthy choices and
educate consumers about which materials and products are harmful to the environment. These industry pioneers
seek to replace the end-of-life concept with restoration, shift toward renewable energy, eliminate the use of toxic

chemicals, and importantly, aim to eliminate waste. Join host and executive producer Laurence Carr as she
welcomes SFC-member brands known for their innovative approach to designing toward circularity, in new
episodes streaming live, weekly on Wednesdays at 8/7c on EarthXTV, or catch them on-demand 24/7 here.

TNRC Learning Series
Anti-corruption insights for conservation and natural resource management

Commodity supply chain traceability initiatives and
their anti-corruption potential
Traceability initiatives focused on resource commodity supply chains are sometimes assumed to have
anti-corruption effects given their focus on improved transparency and accountability. However, there
are many reasons why existing initiatives may not lead to reduced corruption. Join us for a Learning
Series Webinar that will highlight these issues and suggest ways for these types of initiatives to
improve and strengthen their anti-corruption potential.

Friday, June 18
9am - 10:30am Washington, DC
Key Learning Questions:
1. Which forms of corruption and associated crimes in the wildlife, timber and/or seafood sectors could
traceability systems address, and which forms might they not?
2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of traceability systems at their current stage of evolution,
and what are their major limitations for addressing corruption?
3. How could traceability systems, and supporting approaches, mature to better accomplish anticorruption objectives?
4. What actions could NRM practitioners and others take to help traceability initiatives become more
effective as anti-corruption tools in the future?
Click HERE for speaker bios and more information.

Click HERE to Register!

Antler Design Concepts is a Canadian Company offering a world class collection of beautiful hand
poured replicas of rare and unique wild Canadian Whitetail Deer shed antlers in Recycled American
Bronze and Canadian Stainless Steel. Our goal at the outset was to produce a gallery quality

collectable that has a remarkable permanence, allowing these found objects to be appreciated for
generations to come.
Please visit our website and be sure to watch our short video, to understand more about our values
and our commitment to the environment in producing our stunning pieces.

32nd Annual ARTS Awards

IDS 2021 Designer of The Year Awards
- including THE SUSTAINABLE DESIGN AWARD
Submission Deadline is July 1st, 2021!

We know that is has been a challenge to design homes over the past year. Between products delays, COVID
safety restrictions, and general delays at every step in the process, your work is worthwhile.
We've extended the deadline for Designer of the Year submissions by almost 2 months. Our hope is that this will
give you more time to get photography completed for your projects! In addition, you can now submit any project
that was completed in 2019 or 2020. So, don't be afraid to submit something you finished last year!

Apply Here by July 1st!
Additionally, we are offering these benefits:
1. ALL winners receive a free one-on-one consultation with photo stylist and field editor Shannon Quimby.
2. Enter more to save more: each entry after your first three are 25% off.
3. You can enter a non-winning project you submitted last year (as long as it falls into the new completion

dates)! Judges are switched up each year so you will have a completely different set of expert eyes on your
work.
We hope these additions to our awards program will encourage you to submit your work for the chance of
gaining national design recognition. Please contact doty@interiordesignsociety.org with any questions.

Submit Your Work

ISFD Pinnacle Awards

The International Society of Furniture Designers (ISFD) is dedicated to excellence, innovation, education and
originality in the practice of furniture design. ISFD serves as the unified voice of the furniture design community,

advocating professional practice and integrity at all times. ISFD seeks to demonstrate the value of design to the
furnishings industry.
The Pinnacle Awards, which include the Green Leaf Award for eco-friendly product, were created in April 1995
by the ISFD board of directors to promote design quality and encourage the recognition of furniture designers
within the retail home furnishings industry. This year marks the award’s 25th anniversary and the fifth time you
can enter online.

Deadline: August 2, 2021

Wood Furniture Scorecard 2021 assessments are underway!
All SFC Retail Members are included. Contact us for any help you need in developing a
responsible wood sourcing policy - it's free!

Results will be published in October 2021

Not Everything on the Curb is Fast Furniture.
It’s not that simple.

New Narratives By Jamie Facciola, Furniturecycle
Our society is built on disposability at every level: culturally, economically, politically.
While we champion investments in frictionless consumption—think one click shopping, free overnight delivery
—our systems of refurbishment, reuse, and redistribution remain woefully underfunded, difficult, expensive, and
stigmatized.
That’s how an old couch that’s made to last, but is out of date, receives the same end-of-life treatment as a single-

use couch made with glued together wood chips. Our system wasn’t built to tell the difference.
Extractive systems, that prioritize disposal first, that externalize costs, that stigmatize labor and second hand
goods, and that equate imperfect pieces with useless, are the challenge. Regenerative, place-based solutions are
the opportunity.
.

See more @furniture.cycle

ASBC's Virtual Lobby Week
With so many critical issues stuck in the U.S. Senate, the American Sustainable Business Council will be leading
virtual lobby sessions the week of June 15 to advocate for prompt action on issues ranging from protecting our
democracy to preserving our planet to rebuilding our infrastructure and “building back better” a prosperous
economy that is more just and more equitable.
The virtual sessions with Congressional members and staff will be scheduled June 16th and 17th. General
training and background briefings on specific issues will be the afternoon of June 15th. ASBC is also
coordinating with several allies on a number of issues.
While we are generally supportive of President Biden’s American Jobs Plan and American Families Plan, we will
be focusing on areas of special importance to our members. To begin the planning for these meetings, which are
available only to ASBC member companies or members of ASBC member organizations, we ask that you rank
the issues that are of greatest importance to you on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being most important and 1
being least important.

Please Rank the Issues Important to you!

USGBC-LA events support sustainability and build community around the greater Los Angeles region through
education, thought leadership, and valuable connections. Every event from local Branches, Committees meetings,
Trainings, Tours, Conferences, or even Ping Pong is a moment designed to lead to impact and action. Please join
us!
Click here for all events or here for the Talent Portal.
Click here for other upcoming community events brought to you by our partner organizations.

FSC by the numbers as of May 2021

2,400 CoC Certificates, US
48,760 CoC Certificates, Worldwide
154.8 Million Acres Certified forest area, US &
Canada

3,578 Companies CoC certified, US
35.0 Million Acres Certified forest area, US
553.9 Million Acres Certified forest area,
Worldwide

What's it made of?
The "What's it made of?" Initiative is a joint initiative of SFC, American
Sustainable Business Council, Center for Environmental Health, Healthy
Materials Lab at Parsons School of Design, and others to encourage transparency in
supply chains and stimulate innovation for the reduction of harmful chemicals in
furnishings. Take the pledge and learn more about avoiding VOC's like formaldehyde,
flame retardants, highly fluorinated stain treatments, antimicrobials and PVC, or vinyl!

Ready for the next step?

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors!

SFC HQ
SFC's office is in High Point, in the Radio Building, 164 South Main Street. If you would like to meet
us in person, we can set up a time to meet at our office. Please contact Angie at
angie@sustainablefurnisings.org Please note our mailing address is: P.O. Box 21, High Point, NC
27261.
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