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Message from Susan Inglis, SFC Executive Director

Ah - cool water in the hot summer! Even without extreme weather events, hot summertime reminds us of the
reality of global warming and the urgency of action to address the problem. Sometimes I worry that we may not
act fast enough. But that sense of urgency can be as inspiring as daunting. I hope you are taking advantage of
the summer to refresh yourself, cooling off in the water, and otherwise enjoying the beauty of our natural world.
Given what opportunistic and innovative creatures we human beings are, I should not worry. Nearly every
nation on Earth - so most likely every one in which you are doing business - has pledged to level off greenhouse
gas emissions rapidly enough to be GHG-neutral by 2050. Our national target is a 50% reduction in emissions by
2030. The mandate is inspiring, apparently, as we are seeing a myriad of opportunities for new business growth in
our own industry and beyond.
The goal of reducing US GHG emissions by 50% within the next 10 years is even more ambitious than reaching
the moon within 10 years was in my childhood. But already we are seeing furniture companies are managing to
set and achieve goals even bolder than our national ones. You will see these companies winning business from the
97% of furnishings consumers who prefer their furnishings are made and distributed in ways that pollute as little
as possible. We want you to be among the companies that are taking bold action. We know you will realize a
return on your investment and we want to help you see that happen sooner rather than later.
As the recent New York Times Magazine Climate Issue points out, achieving our goals for maintaining a livable
planet is going to take employing every trick we know and many more we do not yet know. Fortunately, another
basic human characteristic is our ability to learn from others' successes. So even though we are a smallish industry
of many smallish businesses and have a relatively large environmental footprint, opportunities for our growth and
prosperity abound. Please keep yourself refreshed and engaged. Contact us today to join the conversation and

discover what it means not only for your business, but also for your communities and for your own family. We
promise an inspiring experience!
Please contact Susan or Angie Kenny, Member Services Manager.
See all Benefits of SFC Membership

SFC Educational Opportunities
SFC's Working Groups
SFC's Working Groups provide a forum for discussion and for sharing practical advice. Each of the 6 working
groups will focus on 6 different and often interrelated aspects of sustainability. To sign up, click the link below.
Next meeting dates are noted.
Hard to make our Friday meetings during the summer? We have transitioned our Working Group meetings to
Wednesdays at 3pm EST until after Labor Day in September.
Managing water -- SFC Water Management Working Group (July 14)
Incorporating circularity -- SFC Circularity Working Group (July 21)
Reducing carbon emissions -- SFC Carbon Reduction Working Group (July 28)
Maintaining health and wellness -- SFC Health Working Group (August 4)
Ensuring social equity -- SFC Social Equity Working Group (August 11)
Reducing waste -- SFC Waste Reduction Working Group (August 18)
Sign me up for ALL the Working Groups!
SFC Working Groups are a Members Only Benefit. Each group meets every 6 weeks, on Wednesdays
at 3 pm EST, via GoToMeeting. You are invited to participate in any or all of the groups. If you are not an SFC
Member, we invite you to become a member today!

Urban Salvage for All Your Wood Needs

Thursday, July 15, 12 PM - 1 PM EST
Sustainability Essentials Webinar
Learn how to access and make best use of wood salvaged from removed urban trees and deconstructed wood
harvested years ago, solving today's furniture construction needs while helping you meet your environmental goals
by diverting viable wood from the waste stream and sequestering carbon.

We will hear from Urban Wood Network members Jennifer Alger, USRW Certified Wood Standards, CEO of Far
West Forest Products and UWN Western Region Lead; Theo Hooker, Chief Operating Officer and CoFounder of Cambium Carbon; Paul Hickman, CEO and Founder of Urban Ashes and UWN Michigan Chapter
Lead and Sarah Hines, Urban Field Station Coordinator for the US Forest Service, Northern Research
Station. Discussion will cover the impact of our choices in materials and help us make better ones.
Content also includes a synopsis of GREENleaders, the industry's first certified sustainability training course.
Expect helpful information you can begin using in your business immediately as well as answers to your questions
about getting the most out of SFC membership.

Register Today
Did you miss last month's Sustainability Essentials Webinar: Sourcing FSC: Making it Easy? Check out the
recording!

This popular 6-hour exam program provides an excellent grounding in sustainability issues and offers
practical solutions for growing an eco-friendly home furnishings business. Developed in 2009 by a LEED
AP, in conjunction with the Sustainable Furnishings Council, the course is now updated with input from
experts in the field including ranking staff of World Wildlife Fund, Rainforest Alliance, and National
Wildlife Federation. It delivers a comprehensive overview, cutting edge advice, and inspirational ideas in
6 units. GREENleaders training gives designers, retailers, manufacturers, reps, and others the
knowledge and credentials they need to become experts in sustainability.
Try GREENleaders online — learn at your own pace!
Approved by GBCI for 6 CE hours and registered with IDCEC for .6 HSW CEUs (6 ceu).
Please visit our website for more details on this comprehensive training program.
Time to renew Your GREEN AP?
Renewal Form

Membership News
SFC Welcomes Our New Members...

...and Thanks Those Renewing!

SFC Calls for Proposals of Webinar Content
Reach our audience of 15k industry professionals interested in sustainability in
residential furnishings.
Members and non-members are invited to submit, but preference (and preferable pricing)
will be given to experts from SFC member companies.
Topics we seek to cover include:
Reducing CO2 and other emissions - Can we get to 45% below 2015 levels by 2030?
Maintaining Health and Wellness - Can modern life be just as comfortable without the addition
of harmful chemicals?
Ensuring Social Equity - What will it take to address the injustice of exploitation of peoples as
well as ecosystems?
Reducing Waste - How much can we save by not throwing it all away?
Managing Water - Can we keep it clean for future generations?
Incorporating Circularity - Can it save independent retail?

Submit by email to susan@sustainablefurnishings.org

Chez Laurence with Laurence Carr
Weekly episodes on EarthxTV until July 14

Chez Laurence highlights manufacturers of furniture, textiles, and other materials who are demonstrating
circular, regenerative, and sustainable practices. Designers have a major responsibility to make healthy choices
and educate consumers about which materials and products are harmful to the environment. These industry
pioneers seek to replace the end-of-life concept with restoration, shift toward renewable energy, eliminate the use
of toxic chemicals, and importantly, aim to eliminate waste. Join host and executive producer Laurence Carr as
she welcomes SFC-member brands known for their innovative approach to designing toward circularity, in new
episodes streaming live, weekly on Wednesdays at 8/7c on EarthXTV, or catch them on-demand 24/7 here.

Antler Design Concepts is a Canadian Company offering a world class collection of beautiful hand
poured replicas of rare and unique wild Canadian Whitetail Deer shed antlers in Recycled American
Bronze and Canadian Stainless Steel. Our goal at the outset was to produce a gallery quality
collectable that has a remarkable permanence, allowing these found objects to be appreciated for
generations to come.
Please visit our website and be sure to watch our short video, to understand more about our values
and our commitment to the environment in producing our stunning pieces.

IDS 2021 Designer of The Year Awards
- including THE SUSTAINABLE DESIGN AWARD
Submission Deadline is Thursday, July 15th, 2021!

We know that is has been a challenge to design homes over the past year. Between products delays, COVID
safety restrictions, and general delays at every step in the process, your work is worthwhile.
We've extended the deadline for Designer of the Year submissions. Our hope is that this will give you more time
to get photography completed for your projects! In addition, you can now submit any project that was completed
in 2019 or 2020. So, don't be afraid to submit something you finished last year!

Apply Here by July 15th!

Additionally, we are offering these benefits:
1. ALL winners receive a free one-on-one consultation with photo stylist and field editor Shannon Quimby.
2. Enter more to save more: each entry after your first three are 25% off.
3. You can enter a non-winning project you submitted last year (as long as it falls into the new completion

dates)! Judges are switched up each year so you will have a completely different set of expert eyes on your
work.
We hope these additions to our awards program will encourage you to submit your work for the chance of
gaining national design recognition. Please contact doty@interiordesignsociety.org with any questions.

Submit Your Work

ISFD Pinnacle Awards
Submission Deadline is August 2, 2021!

The International Society of Furniture Designers (ISFD) is dedicated to excellence, innovation, education and
originality in the practice of furniture design. ISFD serves as the unified voice of the furniture design community,
advocating professional practice and integrity at all times. ISFD seeks to demonstrate the value of design to the
furnishings industry.
The Pinnacle Awards, which include the Green Leaf Award for eco-friendly product, were created in April 1995
by the ISFD board of directors to promote design quality and encourage the recognition of furniture designers
within the retail home furnishings industry. This year marks the award’s 25th anniversary and the fifth time you
can enter online.

It’s Become Part of the Landscape

New Narratives By Jamie Facciola, Furniturecycle
The most extraordinary thing about this scene is its utter ordinariness. Discarded, unwanted furniture exists on
the sides of roads, highways, and sidewalks all over the country. It’s become such a part of the landscape that we
tend to gloss right over it, like its roadkill or an invasive species. Seeing it makes us feel bad, so we avert your
eyes and keep going. This collective blindness prevents us from reclaiming furniture’s potential to foster wellresourced systems of reuse, job creation, and material reclamation. Instead, we let it rot, out in the wide open, in
cities and towns everywhere. What a fascinating time we’re in.

See more @furniture.cycle

Wood Furniture Scorecard 2021 assessments are underway!
All SFC Retail Members are included. Contact us for any help you need in developing a
responsible wood sourcing policy - it's free!

Results will be published in October 2021

FSC by the numbers as of June 2021
2,400 CoC Certificates, US

3,573 Companies CoC certified, US

49,268 CoC Certificates, Worldwide
154.8 Million Acres Certified forest area, US &
Canada

35.0 Million Acres Certified forest area, US
559.3 Million Acres Certified forest area,
Worldwide

What's it made of?
The "What's it made of?" Initiative is a joint initiative of SFC, American
Sustainable Business Council, Center for Environmental Health, Healthy
Materials Lab at Parsons School of Design, and others to encourage transparency in
supply chains and stimulate innovation for the reduction of harmful chemicals in
furnishings. Take the pledge and learn more about avoiding VOC's like formaldehyde,
flame retardants, highly fluorinated stain treatments, antimicrobials and PVC, or vinyl!

Ready for the next step?

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors!

SFC HQ
SFC's office is in High Point, in the Radio Building, 164 South Main Street. If you would like to meet
us in person, we can set up a time to meet at our office. Please contact Angie at
angie@sustainablefurnisings.org. Please note our mailing address is: P.O. Box 21, High Point, NC
27261.
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