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Message from Susan Inglis, SFC Executive Director

Happy Earth Month!
Of course, we at SFC actually think EVERY month should be Earth Month, but expanding the celebration from
April 22 is a start. The first Earth Day, April 22, 1970, was quite a start. On that day, 20 million Americans, 10%
of the entire population, publicly demonstrated their concern about the huge, human health impacts of our
industrial age. Individuals as well and groups learned from each other about myriad efforts being made to
minimize pollution.
And what happened as a result? Many things that remain crucial to our efforts to sustain a healthy future: creation
of the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the passage of new environmental protection laws,
including the National Environmental Education Act, the Occupational Safety and Health Act, and the Clean Air
Act, as well as - soon after - the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species Act and even the Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. All that was made possible because people came together across their divides young with old, rich with poor, Republicans with Democrats, students with corporations, large enterprises with
small ones, etc. Fifty-one years later we find that it makes even more of a difference to our individual as well as
societal health when we put heads together and learn from each other, finding alignment and providing support.
Here at SFC, we are pleased to foster such an opportunity for you with our six Working Groups. Sustainability is
complex, and finding a truly sustainable path involves multiple steps, no matter what segment of the
residential furnishings industry you are in. In the first quarter of this year we have found that there is nothing
quite like peer-to-peer learning. Our weekly online meetings are fun and useful - seeing each other on the screen
and talking shop in a virtual room is in some ways even better than having such conversations in an actual room. I
see wheels turning and action accelerating, which gladdens my heart and gives me hope for the future! I hope you
will join us! See the dates below.

Email admin@sustainablefurnishings.org to join any or all of these upcoming Working Group meetings!
Please contact Susan or Angie Kenny, Member Services Manager.
See all Benefits of SFC Membership

SFC Educational Opportunities
SFC's Working Groups
SFC's new Working Groups provide a forum for discussion and for sharing practical advice. Each of the 6 SFC
Working Groups will focus on 6 different and often interrelated aspects of sustainability. To sign up, click the link
below, the meeting dates are noted:
Reducing carbon emissions -- SFC Carbon Working Group (April 16)
Maintaining health and wellness -- SFC Health Working Group (April 23)
Ensuring social equity -- SFC Social Equity Working Group (April 30)
Reducing waste -- SFC Waste Working Group (May 7)
Managing water -- SFC Water Working Group (May 14)
Incorporating circularity -- SFC Circularity Working Group (May 28)
Sign me up for ALL the Working Groups!
SFC Working Groups are a Members Only Benefit. Each group will meet every 6 weeks, on Fridays
at 3 pm EST, via GoToMeeting. You are invited to participate in any or all of the groups. If you are not an SFC
Member, we invite you to become a member today!

Forest Health and your Wood Choices

Thursday, April 15, Noon - 1 PM EST
Sustainability Essentials Webinar
The furniture industry uses a lot of wood, trailing only construction and paper production in volume. That puts us
in a position to make a real difference in promoting the health of forest ecosystems around the world. Many of us
realize that healthy forests matter tremendously, not only for a healthy furniture industry, but also for mitigation of
climate change which threatens us all. If you are wondering how best to do your part, this webinar will help. Join
us for an informative and enlightening discussion with David Gehl, Manager of Traceability and Technologies at
Environmental Investigation Agency, Inc; and Brad Kahn, Communications Manager at Forest Stewardship
Council. Expect to be empowered to make a difference!
Content also includes an overview of the 2021 Wood Furniture Scorecard assessment criteria. Expect helpful
information you can begin using in your business immediately as well as answers to your questions about getting
the most out of SFC membership.

Register Today
Did you miss last month's Sustainability Essentials Webinar: Why you should ask, "What's it made of?" Check out
the recording!

Circularity: Trash as Treasure
Wednesday, April 14, 1 PM - 2 PM ET, via Zoom
In honor of Earth Day - SFC Executive Director Susan Inglis explores how participation in the circular
economy can benefit the residential design trade. Along the way, Susan will discuss ways designers can embed the
principle of Circularity in how they specify products while avoiding the pitfalls of chemical concerns.
Join us as we learn how our trash has become one of the world's most abundant natural resources and unpack the
critical question: "What's it made of?" We'll feature IceStone countertops – made from recycled glass – as a
clear example of circularity without chemical concerns.
Wellness Wednesday, a virtual health, wellness, & sustainability series is presented by ASID NY Metro.

Register Today

Earth Day 2021
April 18 & 19 Events

SFC is excited to join Earth Day Initiative in the Earth Day 2021 Virtual Stage and Fair in a video game-style
virtual space, making sure 2021 is a year of real and powerful action for our planet. RSVP now over at Earth Day
Initiative to join the big virtual event on Sunday and Monday, April 18-19, to meet fellow activists, and connect in
real time with dozens of environmental organizations and climate campaigns. Come see SFC and Laurence Carr,
Inc. at our shared virtual booth at the Fair on April 19!

Register Today

Virtual Summit: Managing Fire and Chemical Exposure Risks of Residential
Upholstered Furniture
Wednesday, April 21, 1 PM - 4:30 PM ET
Chemical Insights, and its stakeholders, are pleased to present research results on flame retardant exposure and
furniture flammability and introduce the recently published Underwriters Laboratories Inc., Guidance
Document on “Managing Fire and Chemical Exposure Risks of Residential Upholstered Furniture.” Also to be
presented, a Toolkit developed to help interior designers understand how to specify upholstered furniture that
reduces both fire and chemical exposure risks.
Please join us for a review of this important initiative — one that is sure to present tools for creating safer working,
living, and learning environments.
SPEAKERS:
Terry Brady. President & CEO, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.
Dr. Marilyn Black. Vice President & Senior Technical Advisor, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.
Susan Inglis. Executive Director, Sustainable Furnishings Council
Dr. Aika Davis. Research Scientist, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.
Dr. Mauro Zammarano. Materials Science Engineer, Flammability Reduction Group of National Institute of
Standards and Technology
Dr. Debra Harris. Associate Professor, Robbins College of Health and Human Services of Baylor University
& CEO, RAD Consultants
Dr. Steve Kerber. Vice President UL Fire Safety Research Institute, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.
Dr. Barry Ryan. Professor, Gangarosa Department of Environmental Health, Rollin School of Public Health
of Emory University
Holley Henderson. Project Manager, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.

Register Today

AD PRO Global Design Summit
Thursday, April 22, 10 AM - 5 PM ET

A virtual summit for design industry professionals, brought to you by the editors of AD, and includes a
presentation on sustainable sourcing for interior designers, by Susan Inglis, SFC Executive Director.

Register Today

This popular 6-hour exam program provides an excellent grounding in sustainability issues and offers
practical solutions for growing an eco-friendly home furnishings business. Developed in 2009 by a LEED
AP, in conjunction with the Sustainable Furnishings Council, the course is now updated with input from
experts in the field including ranking staff of World Wildlife Fund, Rainforest Alliance, and National
Wildlife Federation. It delivers a comprehensive overview, cutting edge advice, and inspirational ideas in
6 units. GREENleaders training gives designers, retailers, manufacturers, reps, and others the
knowledge and credentials they need to become experts in sustainability.
Try GREENleaders online — learn at your own pace!
Approved by GBCI for 6 CE hours and registered with IDCEC for .6 HSW CEUs (6 ceu).
Please visit our website for more details on this comprehensive training program.
Time to renew Your GREEN AP?
Renewal Form

Membership News
SFC Welcomes Our New Member....

...and Thanks Those Renewing!

Minted Space is an eco-chic home and décor store that offers sustainable and responsibly sourced products.
Minted Space donates 1% of all sales to sustainable initiatives and ensures carbon offset shipping for every
purchase. Recently launched in 2021, Minted Space is a woman-owned, U.S. based company dedicated to
responsible business. Our curated collections include products that are fair trade, FSC-certified, and are made of
recycled materials.

Learn More

Lenzing is launching a digital platform for supply chain traceability enabled by blockchain technology.
The business objective is to create complete supply chain traceability from Lenzing branded fibers
(TENCELTM and EcoVeroTM) to ensure that only authentic sustainable products are sourced and
marketed. Joining this pioneering initiative will position you as an innovative textile supplier and also
increase visibility towards broader retail market and brands.
We’re offering 2 identical sessions to introduce the digital traceability platform, linked below.
April 12th @ 9am EST / 6am PST (Meeting ID: 831 7925 2920)
April 14th @ 12n EST / 9am PST (Meeting ID: 825 4175 5477)
The platform is already “live”, as of November 3, and there currently 200+ suppliers and 6 international
brands on-board. Please join us to learn more!

Spring 2021 ASBC-SVC Conference: Building a Just and Sustainable Future,
April 19-21
The American Sustainable Business Council & Socal Venture Circle invite you to attend Building a Just and
Sustainable Future: A virtual convening for business leaders, impact investors, policy makers, and more, April
19-21, 2021.
This virtual conference, building on the success of the premier virtual event in 2020, exists to facilitate
meaningful peer-to-peer conversations and action around shared interests for the 1,000+ members of ASBCSVC: businesses, entrepreneurs, impact investors, policy makers, and capacity-builders working to create an
economy that works for all.
Check out the conference program and agenda.

Register Today

32nd Annual ARTS Awards

ISFD Pinnacle Awards

The International Society of Furniture Designers (ISFD) is dedicated to excellence, innovation, education and
originality in the practice of furniture design. ISFD serves as the unified voice of the furniture design community,
advocating professional practice and integrity at all times. ISFD seeks to demonstrate the value of design to the
furnishings industry.
The Pinnacle Awards were created in April 1995 by the ISFD board of directors to promote design quality and
encourage the recognition of furniture designers within the retail home furnishings industry. This year marks the
award’s 25th anniversary and the fifth time you can enter online.

Wood Furniture Scorecard 2021 assessments are underway!
All SFC Retail Members are included. Contact us for any help you need in developing a
responsible wood sourcing policy - it's free!
Results will be published in October 2021

Mining Creative Destruction for Added Value
New Narratives By Jamie Facciola, Furniturecycle

Creative destruction is a common way to describe innovation’s impact on business cycles. In our short lifetimes
we’ve already witnessed massive creative destruction in how we buy and listen to music, as vinyl records lost to
cassette tapes, which lost to CDs, which lost to digital files.
As a result, record players are considered obsolete technology; however, what about this real wooden furniture
that encases it? Is that obsolete? Should it be, just because it’s attached to a record player?
What would a system look like that supported creating value out of what’s left behind? Why would we continue
to bury things for eternity in a big hole in the ground when instead these materials could be leveraged to help fuel
markets, create new jobs, conserve natural resources, and nurture our local communities and economies?

See more @furniture.cycle

HFA offers resources to members and others in the industry
The Home Furnishings Association is here to help members during this new economy. On this page, members
will find the information they need to navigate these difficult times — from small business loans to human
resource issues to special tax benefits. And because we believe our greatest benefit as an association is
collaboration, we’re posting stories from our members just like you about best practices that are working.

Learn More

USGBC-LA events support sustainability and build community around the greater Los Angeles region through
education, thought leadership, and valuable connections. Every event from local Branches, Committees
meetings, Trainings, Tours, Conferences, or even Ping Pong is a moment designed to lead to impact and action.
Please join us!
Click here for all events or here for the Talent Portal.
Click here for other upcoming community events brought to you by our partner organizations.

FSC by the numbers as of March 2021
2,420 CoC Certificates, US

3,689 Companies CoC certified, US

47,964 CoC Certificates, Worldwide

35.2 Million Acres Certified forest area, US

155.0 Million Acres Certified forest area, US &
Canada

553.0 Million Acres Certified forest area,
Worldwide

What's it made of?
The "What's it made of?" Initiative is a joint initiative of SFC, American
Sustainable Business Council, Center for Environmental Health, Healthy
Materials Lab at Parsons School of Design, and others to encourage transparency in
supply chains and stimulate innovation for the reduction of harmful chemicals in
furnishings. Take the pledge and learn more about avoiding VOC's like formaldehyde,
flame retardants, highly fluorinated stain treatments, antimicrobials and PVC, or vinyl!

Ready for the next step?

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors!

New HQ for SFC!
SFC has moved to a new High Point office - in the Radio Building, 164 South Main Street.
Come see us when it is safe! In the meantime, send all correspondence to our new mailing
address: P.O. Box 21, High Point, NC 27261.
This message sent from:
Sustainable Furnishings Council

PO Box 21
High Point, NC 27261
United States
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