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SFC thanks our sponsors

SFC EVENTS:

Sustainability Essentials

Lobbying for Pollution Prevention with ASBC 
CO2 Reduction and Safer Chemicals
November 17, Noon ET
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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Join us for a discussion crucial to our work now that the elections are over. American Sustainable
Business Council CoFounder and VP for Policy, Richard Eidlin, will discuss the many ways in which
climate change poses fundamental risks to a furniture business's success. More frequent extreme
weather, higher electricity prices and supply chain disruptions will likely have an adverse impact. The
good news, however, is that policymakers at both the federal and state level are taking action, with
efforts underway to put a price on carbon as well as other important policy initiatives to reduce our
reliance on fossil fuels. Also joining the discussion Bryan McGannon, policy director of the American
Sustainable Business Council, will talk through the prospects for legislative action restricting harmful
flame retardants and the impact on TSCA implementation by the new Administration. In just a couple
of months a new Congress and a new Administration will put their stamp on chemical reform policy, as
well as many other forms of pollution prevention. Learn from the experts what we need to be
discussing with our legislators now.

Register Today>
Premium Education Offered by SFC!

Become a GREEN Accredited Professional
Popular and comprehensive training program provides designers, retailers,
manufacturers, reps, and others the knowledge and credentials to become experts
in sustainability. This industryfirst, 6hour exam course covers the issues our
industry impacts, the way consumers are thinking now, and many many
questions to ask/answers to look for, as well as a powerful sales training.
Approved by GBCI for 6 CE hours and registered with IDCEC for .6 HSW CEUs.
Only $299! SFC members can enjoy a 25% discount!
See full course description here >
Take the full course online at your leisure.

Live Classes include!
Miromar Design Center  Jan 12, 2017, 9am  5pm
Las Vegas Market Jan 25, 2017, 9am  5pm
Live Online  Each Friday, Jan 6  Feb 10, 2017, noon ET
Portland, OR  March 9, 2017, 9am5pm
New York City  May 25, 2017, 9am  5pm
Register today to get the early bird special of 50% off!

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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ITMA Showtime, December 47, 2016, High Point, NC
Visit SFC at booth #1604

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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California's Department of Toxic Substances Control invites you to a
webinar to kick off our stakeholder engagement for implementing the
Priority Product Work Plan (PPWP). Nov 15, 10am PST
This webinar will provide an overview of our progress towards Priority Product
selection and outline opportunities for input. Register here >

Contact us to schedule our customized training,
live or by webinar.
What other Educational Offerings does SFC have
scheduled?
Check out our
Events Calendar for 2016!

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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Welcome New Members!
JohnRichard: The JohnRichard design team transforms
global inspirations into breathtaking collections; distinctive
furniture, artisancrafted accessories, unique lighting,
mirrors, wall art and botanicals that make powerful style
statements. Our relationships with awardwinning designers
and world renowned artists have grown so that our
products are the perfect fusion of innovation,
craftsmanship and groundbreaking design.

Liberation Kilt Co: We design beautiful tartan textiles
promoting social causes, for example our 'Keeling' range
symbolizes the shift from fossil fuels to clean energy and
is a great way to signal your commitment to sustainability.
Our United Nations endorsed 'Blueheart' plaid symbolizes
the collective heartbeat of victims of human trafficking,
and we have designs for other worthy causes. All are
registered with the Scottish Register of Tartans and woven
in Scotland from 100% Pure New Wool by Bute Fabrics
Ltd.

Lyndon Furniture: Unique to Lyndon Furniture is a large
selection of solid wood furniture styles and a variety of
sizes not normally available from a small or large
company. We are proud of all the furniture we create. We,
at Lyndon, are committed to quality and customer
satisfaction. We believe that you and your family will be
proud to own our furniture for generations to come.
Paragon Wool Products is a U.S. textile company that
specializes in the manufacture of a range of renewable and
sustainable wool products for leadingedge markets. All of
the products made by Paragon Wool Products capitalize
on wool's complex cell structure that makes wool a working
fiber, as the key attributes of the fleece that protect the
sheep continue to perform even after it has been shorn.
Patrick Charles LTD brings beautiful vintage rug to the
industry from Turkey.. All carpets are handpicked by
Patrick and most are 100% wool. Whether used as a rug or
covering an ottoman, these vintage rugs make a statement
about sustainability and design.
Phifer Lumber Company was started by Edward Phifer
recently. Edward has been in the furniture industry for 50
years and has always worked with or started hardwood
furniture companies in NC. His passion and knowledge for
NC hardwoods is unparalleled and well known in the entire
furniture industry.
ReStyleSource: We’re REstyleSOURCE, and we’re
reclaiming the modern marketplace. We collaborate with
the best shops, creative artisans, manufacturers,
designers and style influencers to bring you the best
resources for shopping local and the best inspiration files
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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to help you put it all together. Whether you’re a shopper,
manufacturer, designer or retailer, let us show you how we
work for you to help you RE‑STORE, RE‑CONNECT and
RE‑VITALIZE!

Sobremesa: Our handmade products are crafted by skilled
artisans around the world. We celebrate the traditional
methods used to create their goods. Each product is
designed to empower the artisans, strengthen their
community, and sustain the environment. The story we tell
is unique to each product, from the revival of a glass
blowing factory in Guatemala to a weaving cooperative
whose name is inspired by the rhythm of their traditional
foot looms.
The Delos Company: Delos Rugs has been owned and
operated by Ivan and Leah Phillips since February 2002 in
Calhoun, GA. then began its manufacturing and importation
of wool tufted and handknotted rugs from India. August
2010 marked a major milestone for Delos Rugs as a
company by expanding MTO manufacturing to the US.
Delos is a full service designtomanufacturing complex
with mastery of all aspects of rug styling, design, and
production.
Top Drawer Furniture features a great selection of
affordably priced, quality furniture for your bedroom, living
room and dining room. For the little ones, we have sturdy
solid wood bunk beds and kids' furniture. We also feature
comfy mattresses by major brands, including a full
selection of Savvy Rest customizable natural organic latex
mattresses. Visit us for a less intimidating, more
comfortable and friendly buying experience.

Click here to view all SFC
Members on our website!

Join the growing list of
member companies!

MEMBER NEWS

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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On October 21, 2016 SFC celebrated 10 years of serving the furnishings
community.
The organization's 2nd decade started in the same space where it all began in the fall of
2006. The celebratory review, MC'ed by Libby Langdon, included with exciting
announcements, stirring speeches & a great party on the top floor of the Union Square
Building.
Celebration Program Highlights included:
Libby Langdon served beautifully as Master of Ceremonies
Special recorded Keynote video message from Former Vice President Al Gore, introduced by Mitchell
Gold of Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Steve Freeman, president of the SFC Board of Directors provided a glimpse at future priorities,
including work with key partners like WWF and ASBC, before those organizations elaborated
Amy Smith of the World Wildlife Fund discussed the importance of forests in absorbing CO2
emissions and other pollutants as well as for manufacture of furniture.
David Levine, cofounder of the American Sustainable Business Council, announced the new "What's
It Made of?" Initiative which SFC is a partner in with the Center for Environmmental Health, Parsons
The New School Healthy Materials Lab, and others. Nearly 400 signed the pledge to ask "What's it
made of?" and noted their preference for products free from VOC's including formaldehyde, flame
retardant chemicals, flourinated stain treatments, antimicrobials, and vinyl, especially PVC.

SFC Ten Years, Vol 1

SFC Ten Years, Vol 2

SFC Ten Years, Vol 3

Sustainers:

Platinum Level:

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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Gold Level:

Silver Level:

Bronze Level:

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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SFC's Susan Inglis is pleased to judge the GREEN Award for the 28th ARTS Awards.
Make your reservation to join us at the Gala!

Congratulations to Clodagh, who has been chosen to receive the prestigious Hospitality
Design Platinum Circle Manfred Steinfeld Humanitarian Award for 2016.
According to Hospitality Design, the award is given to the industry figure who has
demonstrated extraordinary humanitarian spirit. View Gala info here >

Congratulations Founding member Bernadette Upton for winning the ASID Design
Excellence Award for Sustainable Residential Interiors. Well deserved!!

What do you and your suppliers know about where your wood comes from? What is your
corporate wood sourcing policy? Did you know that SFC offers members a template for a wood
sourcing policy? SFC is pleased to be working with WWF on a Wood Scorecard Project that will evaluate
how well furniture companies are keeping up with the sustainability of their wood supply. Results will be
announced!

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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Four Benefits to Springing into Action
to #FollowTheFrog

JOB POSTING: The Southern and Central Appalachian working to support the
Appalachian Woodlands Alliance project which is a is a partnership with the Rainforest
Alliance is searching for an assisant project manager. This position involves working
with private landowners, this project aims to improve the productivity and health of
forests in the Southern and Central Appalachian Mountains of the US by fostering
sustainable practices and a whole lot more! Apply here >

Celebrating its strongest group of award
winners to date, the Forest Stewardship
Council US presented its FSC
Leadership Awards to a diverse group
of organizations and individuals at
Greenbuild 2016. Collectively their
leadership shows that wood from FSC
certified, responsibly managed forests
can meet society’s needs, across a
wide array of sectors. See who was
recognized here >

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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imm cologne provides a unique opportunity for SFC members to experience for themselves a
comprehensive overview of the global supply chain. Over 1,200 exhibitors from 50 countries are
expected to attend. For one week in January the whole city is inspired by the world of design.
Contact us for more info>

Industry & Environmental News
$340 Billion in Health Problems Estimated from Toxic Chemicals
new scientific paper reports that health problems from "endocrine disrupting chemicals" are
costing the U.S. an estimated $340 billion a year. In the EU, the cost estimate was $217
billion. Read full report >
WWF has released its Living Planet Report, revealing details of how we are
impacting the lives of all other species as well as our own future. Read here>
Top 5 Lessons on How to Engage Sustainable Suppliers:
For corporations, the age of “random acts of greenness” is over. Progressive companies
integrate sustainability into their everyday, core business models and throughout their value
chains. It means being accountable for your entire value chain — but engaging sustainable
suppliers has proven to be a challenge for many companies. Read more >
EWG just released a groundbreaking new analysis showing the notorious “Erin
Brockovich” carcinogen, otherwise known as chromium6, contaminates the tap water of
twothirds of Americans at levels above those scientists deem safe. Check out the
resources for some of the top findings from the report, and see what you can do to help >
Looking for a way to access chemicals in plastics? The Plastics Scorecard v.1.0
offers the first comprehensive method for assessing and reducing chemicals of high concern
in plastics. View here >
Dr. Heather Stapleton and Dr. Ellen Cooper, with the support of the Duke
Superfund Research Translation Core, held a webinar for participants and
parties interested in our furniture foam flame retardant (FR) screening study.
The purpose of this webinar was to update study participants on our current research
findings, answer frequently asked questions, and share methods for reducing personal
exposure to FRs. View the recorded webinar here >
Do you have any used or surplus textiles that would be a candidate for
“repurposing? Or, do you have any surplus or obsolete inventories or equipment you’d like
to deal on… maybe items that have been depreciated out, over orders on a job, inventory
from a project that got cancelled, etc. Recycle/Repupose them here >
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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Just last month, hurricaneturnedtropicalstorm Matthew ripped through the
Southeast, killing at least 17 people in the United States and nearly 900 in Haiti. This is
symbolic of climate change in the United States, underscoring the need for real solutions
that build climate resilience and prevent even more dangerous climate impacts in the future.
Read more here >
Happy anniversary to the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) Program! October 17
marks the 30th anniversary of the TRI Program. TRI collects data from industrial facilities
about which toxic chemicals they're using, how much of each is released into the
environment, and what they’re doing to prevent pollution.
Making this information publicly available allows communities to make more informed
decisions about their health and the environment and creates a strong incentive for
companies to reduce pollution. Read more >

RECENT NEWS:
New Group Seeks to Coordinate Sustainability Efforts
November 4, 2016
An article in Westfair Business highlighted the launch of the Connecticut Sustainable Business
Council, an ASBC organizational member.
Small Business Backs New Climate Disaster Legislation
October 28, 2016
Richard Eidlin, VP of Policy and Campaigns for American Sustainable Business Council talks about
why small businesses are supporting the National Mitigation Investment Act bill currently in
Congress. He also discusses why climate change is becoming a bipartisan issue.
Green Chemistry Missing From Amended Toxics Law
October 28, 2016
An article in Bloomberg BNA quoted ASBC CEO David Levine in support of chemical reform. Said
Levine, “Transparency is the key frame that needs to be addressed, and it’s only partially covered by
what we see presently in the Lautenberg bill to reform TSCA.”
NH Businesses Talk Putting a Price on Pollution
October 27, 2016
ASBC’s October workshop in Portsmouth, New Hampshire brought together 60 business leaders,
environmental organizations and legislators in an engaging conversation about the benefits of a
national carbon tax. Attendees and panelists agreed that putting a price on carbon would motivate
necessary behavioral changes away from... read more
Earth Friendly Products Achieves Sustainability Milestone
October 19, 2016
An article in the Grocery Headquarters quoted ASBC CEO David Levine on Earth Friendly Products'
high standards of sustainability. Said Levine, "This company is leading the way on some of the most
pressing environmental issues of our time—climate, water and waste. More impressively, they've
achieved these goals while paying... read more
The Urgent Need to Fight for Local Solar Energy
October 19, 2016
David Brodwin, cofounder for ASBC, and Tom Matzzie, president and CEO of Ethical Electric (an
ASBC member), wrote a piece in Conscious Company Magazine urging local businesses to engage in
the fight for community solar and protect "net metering."
Selling Shampoo, Eye Cream and a Chemical Crackdown
October 10, 2016
An article in the New York Times quoted Bryan McGannon, ASBC policy director, in support of
reforming federal laws overseeing personal care product ingredients. Said McGannon, “Consumers
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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are demanding cleaner and safer products, but we still have this law from almost 100 years ago."

_______________________________________________

Green Tips for Five ways to
detox your home
When it comes to ridding your house of toxins, it’s
important to remember not all homes have the same
problems. According to experts, some basic precautions or
simple upgrades in the home could help alleviate nagging
headaches, allergy symptoms and insomnia — leading to a
better quality of life.
FURNITURE FIXES: “In furnishings, the finishes are the most
frequent culprits,” says Susan Inglis, executive director of the Sustainable Furnishings Council.
“If furniture has that distinctive smell of a new product, it is still offgassing volatile organic
compounds [VOCs], many of which are toxic.” In order to speed the process of completing the
offgassing, Inglis suggests leaving the product in a wellventilated area (she is fan of well
ventilated homes, overall). For those who are searching for new furniture, though, her preferred
solution is to look for furniture, decorative accessories and textiles with lowVOC or noVOC
finishes.
BEDTIME BOTHERS: Struggling to sleep at night or still feel tired in the morning? The problem
may be bed sheets, according to Debra Lynn Dadd, author of ToxicFree and consumer
advocate specializing in finding products that are safe and environmentally friendly. She says
that all permanentpress sheets are heavily coated with a resin that keeps sheets from getting
wrinkled but continually releases formaldehyde vapours — no matter how many times they’re
washed. Instead, Dadd recommends cotton flannel, cotton knit or woven cotton sheets that are
not treated with a noiron finish; many are labelled untreated or formaldehydefree.
CORPORATE COMMITMENT: Inglis urges consumers to buy from companies that are
committed to creating the best and safest products with sustainable materials. Find those that
are dedicated to seeking new technologies for the healthiest home offerings.
WATER WELLNESS: Many people filter drinking water at home, but water pollutant exposure
can also occur through the skin in the shower. Dadd suggests removing chlorine and
chloramines with a shower filter. Call your local water provider to find out which of these two
chemicals they use to ensure the purchase of the correct filtering solution.
PAINT PROBLEMS: Both water and oilbased paints contain VOCs. Especially in the case of
oilbased paints, they can cause dizziness, headaches and breathing difficulties (among other
problems). Dadd recommends lowVOC and noVOC paints — or forego paint altogether with
coloured clay plaster on the walls for a chic, unique look.
(Source: The Chronicle Herald)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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Ready to take the next step in SFC Membership and be recognized as
Exemplary?
Contact Susan to see how to qualify.
Click here to view the Exemplary Manufacture Requirements and here for the Exemplary Retailer
Requirements.
We want you to get the recognition you deserve!

Join the SFC in our 10th Anniversary Year!
Show the world that your business has made a verifiable
commitment to sustainability, AND help us further our mission of
sustaining a healthy future inside & out.

If you no longer wish to receive mailings from the SFC, you can unsubscribe from this mailing or opt out of all future
mailings.
This message sent from:
Sustainable Furnishings Council
100 East King Street, Suite 1
Edenton, NC 27932
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f
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United States
www.sustainablefurnishings.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bf1d50c08d&view=lg&msg=1585085da65db76f

15/15

