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SFC says Thank you to our Generous Sponsors!!

Sustainability Essentials Webinar
The Responsible Down Standard
Thursday February 16, 2017
Noon  1:00pm est

Join Anne Gillespie of Textile Exchange for a discussion of The Responsible Down Standard, including background on the
development of the standard, how to implement the standard in your supply chain, and how to communicate the RDS with your
customers. Textile Exchange is an SFC member and we will answer any questions you may have about SFC as well as about the
Standard.
The Responsible Down Standard is a voluntary, global standard developed to ensure that the strongest animal welfare practices are
in place in your down supply chain. The Standard requires stringent audits on the farm, and a strong chain of custody from the farm
to the final product. The Standard provides assurance against liveplucking and forcefeeding in the down and feather supply chain.
The Standard requires thirdparty audit and certification through an approved certification body. Currently ICEA and Control Union
are both approved to certify to the requirements of the standard. Join us to learn more!
Content also includes a synopsis of GREENleaders, the industry's first certified sustainability training course. This webinar is
intended to give participants useful information you can begin using in your business immediately as well as answer any questions
you may have about getting the most out of SFC membership.
Register Today!

This popular training program has been UPDATED to provide designers, retailers, reps, manufacturers, etc. with
knowledge and credentials to become expert in sustainability. Approved by GBCI for 6 CE hours and registered
with IDCEC for .6 HSW CEUs
Unit 1  The Case For Sustainability: An Overview of the issues. IDCEC ceu103081
Unit 2  The Mind of the Consumer: Reports on SFC's Consumer Research. IDCEC ceu 103314
Unit 3  Sourcing Green Products  The Materials: Questions to ask when evalutaing materials and their
sources. IDCEC ceu 103183
Unit 4  Sourcing Green Products  The Processes: Questions to ask concerning the proceesing of the materials used.
IDCECceu 103184
Unit 5  Designing Green Interiors: Ideas for incorporating ecofriendly options in in residential and commercial desgins.
IDCEC ceu 103185
Unit 6  Selling Green Solutions: Learn how to introduce customers to sustainable options and make the sale. IDCEC ceu 103186

Click Here for a Complete Course Description

Upcoming Classes
Portland, Oregon
Thursday, March 9, 9am  5pm

Hosted by
Green Furniture Solutions
625 SW 10th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205
Register Now!

Sponsored by

Register for GREENleaders in New York City
Thursday, May 25, 9am  5pm
at Parsons The New School Healthy Materials Lab

Pittburgh PostGazette Article about SFC explains "How
furniture is saving the planet"
January 16, 2017

By Patricia Sheridan / Pittsburgh PostGazette

HIGH POINT, N.C. — It has been a decade since Jeronimo Cooklin, then owner of South Cone Furniture,
founded the Sustainable Furnishings Council to address the need for environmentally friendly furniture.
The SFC has grown from an initial 70 companies to more than 400 members. It has also partnered with the
World Wildlife Fund and the American Sustainable Business Council, according to president Steve Freeman
of Room & Board retailers. Continue Reading

Down to Earth
Furnishing companies promote sustainability

This Jan 29 article on the front page of the High Point Enterprise features interviews with SFC Founding
member Phillips Collection VicePresident Jason Phillips and SFC Executive Director Susan Inglis. It
begins at the beginning discussing SFC founder Gerry Cooklin: “It began with a man named Gerry Cooklin.
The Peruvian native was passionate about sustainability.” … “He had the realization that no matter how
ecofriendly he made his business, it wasn’t going to make much difference for the future if the industry
didn’t adopt more of these practices for sustainability.” said Susan Inglis,” (Executive Director of SFC)

“Since Phillips Collection has touted its ecofriendly ethics for years, its buyers know what to expect from its
products. “Phillips is overthetop dramatic, overthetop celebrators of the imperfections of nature,”

Phillips said. “People seek us out and they fall in love with that. It’s inyourface sustainability… In this day
and age, consumers are demanding this. They want to align themselves with companies that care about the
impact they make.”

"What's it made of?"
SFC Media Partner helps promote
the Initiative

The Pledge reads: "As a business leader I am concerned about the health of our world  my employees,
customers, communities, and the global environment. I am committed to reducing the use of chemicals that
pose harm to human health and the environment.
As a first step, I commit to ask my suppliers about the presence of chemcals of concern like flame
retardants, fluorinated stain treatments, antimicrobials, vinyl and VOC's including formaldehyde, that may
be present in the products that we produce/specify/purchase."
The pledge can be signed at the SFC website.

Removing harmful chemical inputs is up to us!
Vehicle, Furniture Makers Urged to Increase Role in Toxics Law
By Pat Rizzuto
Vehicle, furniture and other product makers should increase their participation in the EPA’s
implementation of the amended Toxic Substances Control Act lest chemicals they need become
unavailable to them, attorneys told Bloomberg BNA in recent interviews.

Sustainably Stylish Home

Relax into Nurturing Furnishingsby APRIL THOMPSON
(SFC Executive Director Susan Inglis contributes to this article on how sustainablity does not have to mean
without style.)
"We all relish a cozy nest, whether that means lightfilled views, the embrace of formfitting sofas and chairs
or plush rugs that snuggle bare feet. A beautiful, comfortable home that reflects our personal style and
embodies our values can be achieved by learning the origin of furnishings and investing in sustainably
made pieces that will stand the test of time, say experts.
“Furnishing a home ethically doesn’t mean sacrificing comfort or style,” says JD Doliner, a business
consultant in Charlotte, North Carolina. Doliner’s home is graced with 18th and 19thcentury antiques,
organic cotton mattresses, comfy custommade chairs from Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)certified
wood and handmade wool rugs certified childlaborfree by GoodWeave. “They give me peace of mind as a
humanitarian and environmentalist,” she says.
Continue Reading

SFC at the 28th Annual ARTS AWARDS
SFC is a proud sponsor of the ARTS AWARDS. In January, Executive Director, Susan Inglis travelled to
Dallas to serve as a presenter for the 28th Annual ARTS AWARDS. "Developed by nonprofit ART and
produced by Dallas Market Center, ARTS Awards is the premier international awards program dedicated to
home industry excellence and achievement in retailing, manufacturing, design, sales representation and
"green" manufacturing. SFC congratulates all the winners, especially Regina Andrew Design for the Green
Award, Mark Phillips for his lifetime achievement award, and all our winning members.

28th Annual ARTS Awards

Congratulations to SFC Member Winners

Mark Phillips of Phillips Collection
Academy of Achievement

Connie Lineberry
of Furniture Today
Legendary Leadership

Home Accents

Area Rugs

Lighting Fixtures

EMDEE International
Emdee International sets high standards for their products and service.
Custom products, smaller minimums and quick shipments are a few of the
services they offer. Their largest category is drapery panels. They were the
first company to bring 10 foot readymade drapery panels to the US Market.
Emdee also carries decorative pillows, table runners, bedding and fabrics by
the yard. Partnering with a US based lighting company, Emdee now offers
a collection of lamp shades featuring Emdee fabrics.

Congratulations to

DiMare Design
for being named one of Dering
Hall's
Pro Designers

Calligaris Wins Good Design Awards for
Products BAHIA & LAZY
Calligaris has announced that two of its products, BAHIA and LAZY were honored with 2016 Good Design
Awards. Both chairs are now part of the Permanent Design Collection of The Chicago Athenaeum:
Museum of Architecture and Design. The annual award celebrates the world’s most innovative industrial,
product and graphic designs; and recognizes excellence in innovation, construction, function and utility. “It’s
always a great honor to receive prestigious awards of this merit: recognizing the company’s commitment to
design and manufacture products that combine design, technology and functionality.”, said Alessandro
Calligaris, President and CEO of Calligaris Spa.

Entries Open for 2017 Pinnacle™ Awards

High Point, NC, January 11, 2017—The
American Society of Furniture Designers today announced their call for entries for the 2017 Pinnacle™ Awards. Submissions will
be accepted beginning today and running through July 1, 2017. Submissions can be made through the Pinnacle Award entry
website: http://bit.ly/2017PinnacleEntry
The Pinnacle™ Awards, created in April 1995 by the ASFD, celebrate design excellence across the retail home furnishings industry.
These highly prestigious awards showcase the best designs introduced each year across 16 individual categories, including:
Accessories, Casual Dining, Formal Dining, Leather Upholstery, Occasional Storage, Summer/Casual, Youth, Bedroom,
Entertainment Centers, Home Office, Lighting, Motion Upholstery, Occasional Tables, Stationary Upholstery and Major Collections.
“We had a recordsetting competition in 2016 with an unprecedented level of exposure for our winners,” said John Conrad, ASFD
executive director. “This year’s event is positioned for even more dramatic growth.”
The 2017 awards program will be held Monday, October 16th in the IHFC Ball Room.
Commenting on this year’s program Jason Phillips, 2017 Pinnacle™ Awards Chair, noted “We had an extraordinarily creative group
of designers recognized at the 2016 Pinnacle Awards and look forward to honoring the remarkable work of this year's top industry
designers."
“It all starts with the product! And the best product is represented each year at the ASFD Pinnacle™ Awards,” said Tom Conley,
CEO of The High Point Market Authority.
The 2017 Pinnacle™ Awards are made possible with the generous support of lead sponsor – Furniture Today. Supporting sponsors
in 2017 include Continental Hardware, Furniture Design Studios, HSM Solutions, High Point Market Authority, Home Furnishings
Business, International Market Centers, Leggett & Platt, Autodesk, Furniture.com and Sherwin‐Williams Corp.

SFC Members: Do you have an Event or Award you'd like to share with the SFC Community? We'd love
to hear from you. Send your Member News to anita@sustainablefurnishings.org with the subject
"GREENflash" and we'll do our best to spread the word in the GREENflash SFC Newsletter.

Al Gore’s ‘An Inconvenient Sequel’ Premieres to Standing
Ovation at Sundance

“An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power” kicked off the 2017 Sundance Film Festival , bringing a
strongly positive response from an audience of 1,200 at the Eccles Center Theater.

Read full artcle here

What's the big deal about anitmicrobials in furnishings?

Designing for Health: Demystifying Added Antimicrobial
Chemicals in Interior Products
By Suzanne Drake
"It needs to be stated clearly that no evidence yet exists to show that interior products incorporating
antimicrobial additives designed to curb disease actually result in healthier populations. But there is plenty
of evidence that antimicrobials can have significant negative impacts on people and the environment."

Read the full article here

SFC invites you to take The Pledge to ASK, "What's it made of?"

Responsible Businesses Say Trump Just Released a Toxic Plume over Every Business in America
January 24, 2017
WASHINGTON, DC (January 24, 2017) – The American Sustainable Business Council (ASBC), with a membership network
representing more than 250,000 businesses, today released a statement criticizing President Trump’s approval of the Keystone XL
and Dakota Access pipelines. The following statement is by David Levine, CEO and co... READ MORE
ASBC Challenges Trump: “A Great America is a Sustainable America”
January 23, 2017
In a statement about the inauguration of Donald Trump as President, ASBC challenged him and his Administration to “make our
country not only great also sustainable. After all, a truly great America is a sustainable America.”ASBC’s statement reads, in
part:“As a businessman, Mr. Trump will work hard to make his administration... READ MORE
High Road Workplace Project Kicks into Gear in 2017
January 3, 2017
ASBC has launched a multiyear, crosssector initiative: the High Road Workplace Project. In partnership with business,
government, and advocacy leaders from across the country, ASBC will leverage the expertise of highroad businesses to identify
and advance new policy incentives that encourage all businesses to act with the... READ MORE
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________

Dust: Not only a nuisance, but also a source of hazardous
chemicals

Source: ChemTrust
by MICHAEL WARHURST on AUGUST 6, 2016
We spend up to 90% of our time indoors – in our homes, our offices or at school. However, studies show that indoor air can be more
polluted and therefore worse for our health than air outdoors, as indoor air and dust can contain a number of worrying harmful
chemical pollutants.
Children, particularly babies and toddlers playing on floors, are specifically vulnerable to ingesting these pollutants through
breathing in or eating dust.
Chemicals of concern include flame retardants, plasticisers and nonstick and waterproofing chemicals. Many are toxic and some
are persistent (do not break down) and bioaccumulative (increase in concentration in our bodies and we do not tend to excrete
them)’ there’s more information on these below.
It’s worth noting that the chemicals listed are just a selection of what is found in house dust – we are exposed to a complex cocktail
of chemicals all the time, whether we like it or not.
Flame retardants
One group of chemicals routinely found in dust is flame retardants, which are used in furniture, textiles and electronics to reduce
flammability. For example, a study published in 2016 found a wide range of brominated flame retardants (BFRs) and
organophosphate flame retardants (OPRs) in dust in Barcelona.
One group of BFRs found in this study (and many others) is the PBDEs (Polybrominated diphenyl ethers). PBDEs are known to
accumulate up the food chain, and are so persistent that they are now found worldwide. They are present in food, indoor air,
household dust, and in our body tissues. In animal studies, this group of chemicals have shown to disrupt the thyroid, cause
neurological impairment and have been linked to some forms of cancer. Some PBDEs are banned, but others, including DecaBDE,
are still in use though the EU is discussing further restrictions.
The BFR HBCD is a persistent organic pollutant (POP) and a United Nations expert committee said that “as a result of
[HBCDs] longrange environmental transport, [HBCD could] lead to significant adverse human health and environmental effects,
such that global action is warranted.” HBCD was added to the list of globally banned POPs under the Stockholm Convention in
2013. A 2009 study looked at different ways that we’re exposed to HBCD and discovered that “house dust provided the major
contribution to personal exposure via dust ingestion,” and concluded that young children are most susceptible to ingestion of flame
retardants via dust.
Children may also be exposed to BFRs in dust from their classrooms, as a UK study found that levels of PBDEs and HBCDs in
dust in classrooms and daycare centres were significantly higher than those in cars and offices.
OPRs have also been found in dust from cars, schools and homes in the UK, and a study by the Danish Environmental Protection
Agency found that some OPRs have human health and/or environmental properties of concern.
Even flame retardants that have been phased out can still be found in products in our homes, as they may be in long–life products
like furniture. They can also recirculate into our homes if they are recycled into new products like carpets.
Phthalates
Phthalates are another group of chemicals that are found in household dust. Many phthalates can disrupt the hormone system and
are developmental and reproductive toxicants. They are commonly used in PVC products, and while some have been banned from
certain uses, the debate continues on whether to ban other uses.
One study looked at migration of the phthalate DEHP from vinyl (PVC) flooring into dust at different temperatures. It was found that
under some conditions DEHP migration into dust increased with temperature, so this could indicate that DEHP could be released
due when using underfloor heating.
PFCs
Perfluorocarbons (PFCs) are a group of chemicals used in non stick and waterproof coatings, and they have been found in dust in
houses, offices and cars; they have also been detected in indoor air in Norway. Controls on a number of PFCs are under discussion
in the EU, but they continue to be used in a wide range of products, from microwave popcorn to waterproof clothing (see
Greenpeace’s Detox Outdoor campaign).
PFCs are persistent and bioaccumulative, and can be found in our blood, and in wildlife. Research has found a link between some
PFCs and reduced immune response to vaccination in children, and there is evidence of associations with prostate, kidney and
testicular cancer.
Action needed
Dr Michael Warhurst, Executive Director of CHEM Trust said:

“Most people don’t realise quite how many hazardous chemicals you can find in normal house dust.
We can reduce part of our exposures to problem chemicals by keeping our homes clean, but ultimately we need to get these
chemicals out of our lives by them being banned from products in the first place.
European regulators and industry are making slow progress, but stronger – and faster – action is needed”
What you can do
It’s clear that dust can be a major pathway of of harmful chemicals transferring into our bodies, so try to keep your home well
ventilated and as dust free as possible.
For more tips on how to reduce your exposure to harmful chemicals, and how to help get their use restricted, see CHEM
Trust’s Take Action pages.

Make a verifiable commitment to sustainability AND help us further our mission of
Sustaining healthy environments inside and out.

Already a Member? Ready to take the next step in SFC Membership?
Be recognized as Exemplary?

Contact Susan to see how to qualify.
Click here to view the Exemplary Manufacture Requirements
Click here to view the Exemplary Retailer Requirements.
Get the recognition you deserve!

If you no longer wish to receive mailings from the SFC, you can unsubscribe from this mailing or opt out of all future
mailings.
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