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SFC thanks our sponsors

Thursday, April 20, 12:00pm  1:00pm Eastern
SFC invites you to

Enter and win SFC's 2nd Annual Interior Design Competition
SFC's 2nd annual #GetYourGreenOn Interior Design Competition will be judged on a range of aesthetic and
sustainability criteria. Winning entrants will not only use the products of SFC manufacturers in thier projects, but will
also take The Pledge to ASK, "What's it made of?". Join us for this webinar to learn more  the significance of the
criteria, inspiration from the 2016 winners and how to enter. Julie Smith Vincenti, expert editor and the creator of the
competition will expound, explaining all you need to know, not only to win the competition, but also to grow your
sustainable design practice.
Content also includes an overview of The "What's it made of?" Initiative and a synopsis of GREENleaders, the industry's
first certified sustainability training course. This webinar is intended to give participants useful information you can begin
using in your business immediately as well as answer any questions you may have about getting the most out of SFC
membership.

Register Here!

JOIN SFC AT HPMKT APRIL 22  26

Download the Guide to Green at High Point Market

SFC Booth is in Market Square T929
Come by to see us!!
Design Disruption:
How wellness and sustainability is more than a
trend
Saturday, April 22, 12 PM  1 PM
High Point Theater

Clean Design is a methodology of “free to fabulous” options for wellness, allowing you to April 22, manage and eliminate
triggers for allergens, to guide your clients to hypoallergenic design choices, and to increase your revenue as you educate
your client base. Robin Wilson shares how she built a business that speaks to 60 million consumers who suffer from
asthma and allergies, including information on consumer concerns and priorities for design around ecofriendly homes
and a nontoxic lifestyle. Complimentary boxed lunch provided (first come, first serve). .1 CEU.

Phillips Collection Industry Mixer
Saturday, April 22, 4pm  8pm
Location: IHFC, C202

SELLINGreen, Dira Style

Saturday, April 22, 4:30 PM  5:30 PM
Salon at Suites at Market Square, Showroom G6046
Register Now!
1 ceu IDCEC #CC1031861001
Dira’s line of ACCESSORIES and ACCENT FURNITURE captures the majesty and
mystery of the African bush while also preserving her pristine ecosystems.
Learn the difference that makes and how to tell the story to build your brand.
SFC’s Susan Inglis presents, drawing on SFC’s 2016 consumer research, to give
you answers to most common questions, and empower your sales team to
build your brand, as well as a healthy future. Learn how Dira’s stunning line
is a prime example of the Best Practices we all should implement.
1 ceu IDCEC #CC1031861001

Gradients of Green:
Designing a LEED Platinum Home
Sunday, April 23, 10 AM  11 1 AM
High Point Theater
How sustainable can you be when designing your home? What started as a simple remodeling project in central Austin,
Texas, evolved into a new build, high performance sustainable home that achieved LEED Platinum certification. Learn how
the previous 1951 house was moved to a new site in order to make way for a functional, beautiful, and healthy
environment with a mindful approach and sensitivity to the end user’s needs. Laura Britt will share the process of

documenting the team’s decision making approach to sustainable design – the “Gradients of Green” – which can be
achieved while balancing multiple constraints along the way. .1 CEU.

SELLINGreen,
Copeland Furniture Style

Sunday, April 23, 4:30 PM  5:30 PM
Showroom 5100, Showplace, 5th Floor
Register Now!
1 ceu IDCEC #CC1031861001
Copeland’s line of awardwinning FURNITURE brings you excellent design,
amazing craftsmanship and exemplary environmental stewardship.
Learn the difference that makes and how to tell the story to build your brand,
as well as a healthy future. Susan Inglis, SFC Executive Director and Resident
Expert, teaches you how to use ecoattributes to drive traffic and close sales.
Learn how Copeland Furniture exemplifies the Best Practices we all should
strive to implement.
1 ceu IDCEC #CC1031861001

Exploring The
"What's it made of?"
Initiative
A Panel Discussion over Lunch,
sponsored by UL and
featuring leading SFC members
Monday, April 24, 12:30 PM  2:00 PM
IHFC Club Dining Room, Green Wing, 11th Floor
Register Now!

Sustainable Furnishings Council has joined together with partners American Sustainable Business Council, Center for
Environmental Health, Healthy Materials Lab at Parsns School of Design and others for an initiative to help furnishings
professionals ask and find out,"What's it made of?" Join us for this free lunch and panel discussion in which leading
SFC member companies will share their perspective.
The panel will be moderated by SFC's Susan Inglis and will feature  Veronica Schnitzius, American Leather; Angelo
Surmelis, angleo:Home; Matt Huber, Belfort Furniture; Ansje Miller, Center for Environmental Health and Thatcher
Davis, Selamat. An overview will describe the health risks associated with the handful of hazardous substances most
often found in furnishings products: flame retardant chemicals, VOC's including formaldehyde, antimicrobials, fluorinated
stain treatments, and PVC. Discussion will illuminate how companies respond to consumers' requests for transparency,
and how they are able to drive innovation by influencing their supply chains.

Learn how you can get involved in SFC's work, make real progress in cleaning up your supply chain and ensure a
healthy future for us all. SFC research shows that 88% of furniture buying consumers are worried that our homes are
making us sick. Be sure you are part of the solution for them.

Be a GREEN Accredited Professional

NEW YORK CITY  May 25, 2017

9am  5pm

University Center
Auditorium (lower level) UL 105
63 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10003

Hosted by:

Register BEFORE April 26 and receive a 25% Discount!
SFC's Certificate Program is Updated and Improved!
Course Description
This popular training program has been UPDATED to provide designers, retailers, reps, manufacturers, etc. with
knowledge and credentials to become expert in sustainability. Approved by GBCI for 6 CE hours and registered
with IDCEC for .6 HSW CEUs
This popular comprehensive 6hour exam program provides an excellent grounding in the sustainability issues we all
must face, and gives practical advice for growing a home furnishings business with solutions to the problems. Developed
in 2009 by a LEED AP, in conjunction with the Sustainable Furnishings Council, the course is now updated with input
from experts in the field including ranking staff of World Wildlife Fund, Rainforest Alliance, and a founder of the USGBC.
It provides a comprehensive overview, cutting edge advice, and inspirational ideas. You don't want to miss this course!
Here's what you'll learn:
Unit 1  The Case For Sustainability: A grounding in the environmental issues related to home furnishings, including
climate change, indoor air quality, toxic waste, and water conservation. IDCEC ceu103081
Unit 2  The Mind of the Consumer: SFC's own research among consumers who have purchased home furnishings
recently: insight into their current thinking  including preferred terminology, level of concerns, purchase interest, and
price sensitivity. IDCEC ceu 103314
Unit 3  Sourcing Green Products Materials: Questions to ask and answers to look for in evaluating options in
materials  including certified wood, plantation growns, rapidly renewables, biohybrids and recycled/recyclable content.
IDCEC ceu 103183
Unit 4  Sourcing Green ProductsProcesses: More questions to ask and answers to look for in evaluating options,
with a focus on reduction of energy use and avoidance of harmful chemical inputs.IDCEC ceu 103184
Unit 5  Designing Green Interiors: Recommendations on ways of reducing expense and environmental footprint in
residential spaces and commercial operations, with methods of calculating cost and carbon savings, as well as best
choices in recycling.IDCEC ceu 103185
Unit 6  Selling Green Solutions: Answers to the questions most commonly asked by customers, empowering you to
initiate, advance and close sales of eco among ordinary customers. IDCEC ceu 103186

Can't attend on May 25? The Course is also available online.
Already GREEN AP? ReNEW today!

Contact us to schedule our customized
training, live or by webinar.

"What's it made of?" Initiative Launched!
Five leaders in a growing movement to encourage the elimination of harmful chemical inputs to consumer products, have
come together for an initiative that will encourage the elimination of dangerous substances common in furnishings
products. The "What's it made of?" Initiative launched with a webinar on March 16. The Initiative consists of a simple
Pledge to ASK, and an online tool to support signatories to the pledge in seeking assurance that their suppliers are fully
disclosing information on production inputs.
Panelist for the kickoff webinar included: Susan Inglis, Executive Diretor of Sustainabe Furnishings Council; Judy
Levin, Pollution Prevention Direcoter, Center for Environmental Health; Alison Mears, Director, Healthy Materials Lab at
Parsons the New School of Design; Bryan McGannon, Policy Director, American Sustainable Business Council; and
Emily Naud, Sustainability Manage, GCI General Contractors.
Click here for the SFC Resource Library to view the recorded webinar.
Click here to read and sign the Pledge.
The initiative will be explored during a free lunch and panel discussion with SFC members on April 24 at High Point
Market, an event sponsored by UL.
Register Here for the FREE Panel Discussion and Lunch

SFC participates in Global Goodness Awards
Global Goodness honors companies whose production and business practices are making positive impacts not only on the
industry, but also on communities around the world in the course of sourcing and manufacturing their products. As the
leading furniture, home decor and gift destination in the western United States, Las Vegas Market is proud to support
these corporate "good citizens" who are dedicated to doing well by doing good.
A panel of industry sustainability and social responsibility experts – Colvin English of ByHand Consulting, Susan Inglis of
the Sustainable Furnishings Council and Carol MacNulty of Aid to Artisans – reviewed a record number of entries and
selected one winner from each of the Market’s core industries: gift (Dunitz & Company), home décor (The Cottage
Potters) and furniture (Anji Mountain). A fourth “People’s Choice” winner (Quilling Card), was determined by popular
voting on the Las Vegas Market Facebook page.
Read More about the winners

ART Awards include The Green Award  Ballot Now Open!
Nominations now open for the 29th ARTS Awards. You may submit nominations for manufacturers, retailers, interior
designers, product designers and sales representatives.
This is a peer nomination program. No self nominations please.
Nominate Now

High Point University’s Interior Design Program is housed in the
School of Art and Design and places equal emphasis on
commercial & residential design. The program is enhanced by
professors' commitment to and expertise in sustainability issues, as
well as a longstanding relationship with High Point Market and
nationally recognized design leaders. The curriculum emphasizes
critical and creative thinking skills, integration of course modules
and opportunities for internships and study abroad experiences.

ereena’ products are natural, environmentally friendly and
isothermal (keeping you cool in summer and warm in winter).
‘ereena’ also follows a peaceful process where only openended
pierced cocoons are used without harming the worm inside. Jyoti’s
initiative for innovative ‘eri’ production in the factory has had a
huge social impact. More than 12,000 marginalized rural cocoon
rearers now have a sustainable source of income and almost
20,000 families have improved livelihoods.

Black Dog Salvage specializes in the reclamation, repurposing and
resale of architectural, commercial, and industrial elements and
fixtures including salvaged mantels, doors, windows, stained glass,
wrought iron, vintage plumbing & hardware, period lighting, art
tile, unique old house parts, gates, garden statuary, industrial &
commercial fixtures, antique store counters and much more.

Based in San Francisco, Nima OberoiLunares remains devoted to
the over 300 artisans and their families for whom the company
provides employment and sustenance at their factory in India.
Inspired by the artistically progressive city of her Indian birth,
Nima’s goal is to create a collection of contemporary designs that
reflected a cosmopolitan and urban lifestyle while still being crafted
in honest materials such as sensuous sand cast aluminum, tactile
fabrics, leather, and glass beads.

Michelle Jacobson is a designer who finds influences in different
cultures; the environments, textures, sounds and colors. Her
influences include the whimsical curiosity of artists like Piero
Fornasetti, Alberto Giacometti, Henri Matisse, Christo and Richard
Serra and their use of line and color. Frank Gehry, Santiago
Calatrava, and Zaha Hadid inspire her to be bold and go against
the grain. The design styles of Eileen Gray, Mark Hampton and
Larry Laslo inspire her to weave different styles, colors and
textures to create unique environments that are gracious, livable,
inviting, and uncommon.

Click here to view all SFC
Members on our website!

Join the growing list of
member companies!

SFC members among 2017 WithIt WOW
Award Nominees
The Legacy Award, the highest award bestowed by WithIt, honors a woman whose
entire career has advanced the perception of women in the home and furnishings
industries. This year’s honoree, Caroline Hipple, has been recognized for design talent,
business savvy and her leadership through mentoring many women in the industry. She
has supported WithIt throughout the years, serving on our board of directors and
governors, speaking at multiple events and mentoring future leaders. In 2016, she was
named president of Norwalk Furniture.
SFC member 2017 WOW Award Nominees include.
Education Award Nominee  Julie Smith Vincenti  Nine Muses Media
Leadership Award Nominee  Randy Rubin  Crypton
Future Leader Award Nominee Natalie Quinn  Room and Board
Award Winners will be announced at the 2017 WOW AWARDS Dinner
Friday, April 21, 2017 in High Point, NC.

SFC Members participate in the Design Viewpoints Series Sessions for Spring
Market 2017
The High Point Market Authority, in partnership with the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID), has
set the schedule for its popular educational seminar series for Spring Market, April 22 – 26, 2017. The Design
Viewpoints Series will take place April 22 – 24, at the High Point Theatre, next to the Transportation Terminal
in downtown High Point, with the exception of Monday afternoon’s DVS Bonus Session, which will take place
in the Surya showroom. Designers can earn up to .5 IDCECapproved continuing education units (CEUs)
through the series. DESIGNINGreen Leader Robin Wilson and SFC Member Laura Britt will each
keynote a session.
Saturday, April 22, 12pm  1pm  Robin Wilson: Design Disruption: How wellness and sustainability
is more than a trend.
Sunday, April 23, 10am  11am  Laura Britt: Gradients of Green: Designing a LEED Platinum Home
Additional details about the Design Viewpoints Series can be found at www.highpointmarket.org/event/design
viewpointsseries

Dann Foley now available on the Evine Shopping Channel
Now you can buy directly from Dann. Beginning April 10th you can see Dann Foley LIVE on the Evine
Shopping Channel! The first two onehour shows start this coming Monday night.
The first hour will air on Monday, April 10th at 11pm Central Time; the second will air Tuesday, April 11th at
2pm Central Time. You can find Evine on your local cable network, online, or on the Evine LIVE app.

Register Now for ASBC's Media and Advocacy Training Webinars
As a business leader, your business voice carries a lot of influence. But how do you make your opinions heard
effectively especially with elected officials, decision makers and the media?
To maximize your influence, ASBC offers a threepart series of training webinars to help you meet with your
representatives and speak to the media successfully.
Schedule of Webinars:

April 18, 4  5 PM ET: Sharing the Responsible Business Voice on Social Media: This session focuses on
all things social media for the responsible business voice.
April 26, 1  2 PM ET: Effective Advocating & Lobbying Your Elected Officials: In this training, we will
educate and prepare business leaders to be effective advocates for your issues.
May 3, 1  2 PM ET: Hone Your Message and Work with the Media to Get It Out: If the new political reality
has you itching to speak out in the media, this session is for you. Learn best practices from the front lines.
Join ASBC's experts and equip yourself with an arsenal of tools to build relationships with the elected officials and the
media and make your business voice heard on the issues and policies that matter!
Whether you are meeting with your local, state or national elected officials, joining ASBC for our lobby days or indistrict
meetings, or telling your story to the media, now is the time to step up and be heard. Join us.

Tell Your Congressperson that Climate Change is a Risk to My Business
From April 10 through 22, ASBC is organizing meetings with members of Congress in their home districts to make sure they hear from
business leaders about the risks of climate change. The meetings will take place in a city or town near you.
To participate:
· Contact Eliza Kelsten at ASBC to let us know you’re interested.

RECENT NEWS:
ASBC Leaders Join State Legislators on Pricing Carbon
March 21, 2017
Leaders from ASBC and several affiliates joined state legislators from New England for a dialogue and press conference on pricing
carbon pollution. The CT Sustainable Business Council, NJ Sustainable Business Council, the Vermont Energy Investment
Corporation, and the Climate Action Business Alliance participated at the day... READ MORE
Business Leaders Tell Labor Secretary Nominee Alexander Acosta to Set Higher Workplace Standards:
March 21, 2017
WASHINGTON, DC (March 21, 2017)—The American Sustainable Business Council (ASBC), which with its member organizations
represents more than 250,000 businesses, calls for Secretary of Labor nominee Alexander Acosta to push for an economy based on
highroad employers at his hearing Wednesday, March 22, 2017.The following statement... READ MORE
ObamaCare Works for Small Business
March 20, 2017
Robert Bennett, president of Resource Development Associates (a member ASBC), wrote an oped in The Hill in support of the
Affordable Care Act.
Businesses Support GOP U.S. House Members’ Resolution to Address Climate Change
March 15, 2017
WASHINGTON, DC(march 15, 2017) – The American Sustainable Business Council (ASBC), which has a national network of
members representing over 250,000 businesses, released a statement of support for a U.S. House resolution to focus on solutions to
climate change.“This is a courageous first step towards the muchneeded bipartisan... READ MORE
Businesses Large and Small Support the Healthy Families Act:
March 15, 2017
WASHINGTON, DC (March 15, 2017)– Today, the American Sustainable Business Council (ASBC), which with its member
organizations represents more than 250,000 businesses, applauds U.S. Senator Patty Murray (DWA) and U.S. Representative Rosa
DeLauro (DCT) for reintroducing the Healthy Families Act – legislation to establish a... READ MORE
Answers to Energy Needs Blowing in the Wind
March 6, 2017
Richard Lawton, coordinator of the NJ Sustainable Business Council (an ASBC member) and CEO of Triple Ethos, wrote an oped in
the Asbury Park Press supporting renewable energy for job creation, cleaner air and growing the economy over fossil fuels.

EARTH DAY
APRIL 22, 2017
Celebrate, Educate, Get Involved

SFC will be at HMPKT for Earth Day
SFC will be at Earth Day Texas
Join in the Global TeachIns and the March for Science
" The first Earth Day on April 22, 1970, activated 20 million Americans from all walks of life and is widely credited with launching the
modern environmental movement. The passage of the landmark Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act and many
other groundbreaking environmental laws soon followed. Twenty years later, Earth Day went global, mobilizing 200 million people in
141 countries and lifting environmental issues onto the world stage. More than 1 billion people now participate in Earth Day activities
each year, making it the largest civic observance in the world."
Earth Day 2017’s Campaign is Environmental & Climate Literacy
"Education is the foundation for progress. We need to build a global citizenry fluent in the concepts of climate change and aware of its
unprecedented threat to our planet. We need to empower everyone with the knowledge to inspire action in defense of environmental
protection.

Environmental and climate literacy is the engine not only for creating green voters and advancing environmental and climate laws and
policies but also for accelerating green technologies and jobs."
source Earth Day Network

Earth Day: Facts & History source: Live Science
By Alina Bradford, Live Science Contributor April 15, 2015

Earth Day is an annual event created to celebrate the planet's environment and raise public awareness about pollution. The day,
marked on April 22, is observed worldwide with rallies, conferences, outdoor activities and service projects.
Started as a grassroots movement, Earth Day created public support for the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and contributed to the passage of the Clean Air Act, the Water Quality Improvement Act, the Endangered Species Act and several
other environmental laws. The idea for Earth Day was proposed by thenSen. Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin, who died in 2005.

History
The first Earth Day was in 1970. Nelson, after seeing the damage done by a 1969 massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, California, was
inspired to organize a national "teachin" that focused on educating the public about the environment.
Nelson recruited Denis Hayes, a politically active recent graduate of Stanford University, as national coordinator, and persuaded U.S.
Rep. Pete McCloskey of California to be cochairman. With a staff of 85, they were able to rally 20 million people across the United
States on April 20, 1970. Universities held protests, and people gathered in public areas to talk about the environment and find ways to
defend the planet.
"Groups that had been fighting against oil spills, polluting factories and power plants, raw sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, freeways,
the loss of wilderness, and the extinction of wildlife suddenly realized they shared common values," according to a history of Earth
Day by the Earth Day Network, which was founded by the event's organizers to promote environmental citizenship and action year
round.
Reflecting on the 10th anniversary of Earth Day, Nelson wrote in an article for EPA Journal, "It was on that day that Americans made it
clear that they understood and were deeply concerned over the deterioration of our environment and the mindless dissipation of our
resources."
In 1995, President Bill Clinton awarded Nelson the Presidential Medal of Freedom for being the founder of Earth Day. This is the
highest honor given to civilians in the United States.

Ready to take the next step in SFC Membership
and be recognized as Exemplary?
Contact Susan to see how to qualify.
Click here to view the Exemplary Manufacture Requirements
and here for the Exemplary Retailer Requirements.
We want you to get the recognition you deserve!

Show the world that your business has made a verifiable commitment
to sustainability, AND help us further our mission of sustaining a healthy
environments inside & out.

If you no longer wish to receive mailings from the SFC, you can unsubscribe from this mailing or opt out of all future mailings.
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